
Introductory Statement from Chicago ABC 


Greetings! We’d like to explain a little bit about our work, our assessment of 
current events and why we do things the way we do. We’re a rather unusual 

We doiV ? have nnv t ^ h f a f ve ' e9ular meetings and chapter publications. 

nrl h y 0UrC ® ° f fUnd ' ng ° r even a re 9 ular meeting place. But. we 
are involved in many collaborations, projects, meetings and actions on a 

C °Thrcxjah < the ^ ^ a "' pri$ ° n is " ground zero " at home. 

_i in «™ 9h * S0uth Ch,ca 9° ABC Zine astro, which is a far-flung clearinghouse 
of nformaten. we connect with other prison abolition activists, and many other? 

de th ® PriSOnS ' M ° Stly ' We work direct| y with Prisoners, 

Sn t h hl Pr °" de S ° me SOrt ° f SUpport ' help br °adcast their struggles, 

e p them publish and spread their work, supply zines, or just to be human 

beings who give a damn about their tortured lives. This is extremely work- 
intensivp work, but also most necessary. Another reason we work in this fashion 
is because Anthony lives forty miles from most other members in the collective 

?clm e theS. th w W6 ' re trYin910 be ° S di$Creet as Possible as IT" 

scream the truth! We know government agents are present at meetings in 

Ch . c . a .9°' os some even freely admit, so we meet in small, secure groups 

At this stage of the development of the serious anarchist opposition to this 

faSC,S A Qte - We See a hu9e need to help educate and empower 
p eople from a lifetime of lies, patterns of acquiescence to coercive bullyinq 

r. their ^? nated ' Self ' destru ctive. atomized, often despairing lives. We take 
the New Afnkan maxim “Each One Teach One" to heart. The plainspoken truth 

nninX d p n9er °« S 1° th ® au ! horities ' especially those cruel bastards running the 
g ags. Recently, I got a rejection notice for a zine I sent a prisoner. On the 
enve op was written, "Rejected - advocates insight, insurrection, disruption " 

We want our comrades held captive to know that there are people in 

r J,?? 9 °i? nd ^ and al1 over the wor, d. really) who care about them and who will 
fight for them, as best we can. We’re not naive about the evil, deception and 
hes some may come at us with and will expose those trying to do harm to 
others, but we also feel people can transcend their pasts and become what 
hey are capable of becoming, hopefully serious anarchists or otherwise anti- 
authontanan activsts, teachers and examples. We all need eachotherl 
t hJl e n K Ver that the real criminals, the mass murderers and sadists are 
iL h° or< ' hes * ate this worldwide system of slaughter and suffering. They 
are ’headquartered in this country and their prisons are meant to silence us! 

So, I guess what I am saying is that our collective’s main thrust is to help 
embolden the idea of anarchy into the hearts and minds of others, through 
selfless agitation, broadminded solidarity and consistent below radar work to 
coread and water the seeds of worldwide peoples’ revoltl We just saw 


Think what could havfi been nrrnmnfchoH O 
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PRISON ABOLITION CONFERENCE 

,h » d an^al anarchist organized prison abolition conference is being 
scheduled tor August 13 - IS, 2004. The first two were held in Austin, Texas ond 

ondTrth? m° n ? 0S . 9 helped 10 crea,e ,he Anarchlst Block Cross Network 
and further the work of serious prisoner support. CNcago has a lot to offer the 

rest of the country and world as far as resistance to the gulags is concerned 

we ex^mn^ minr^Mh^h m 0nd . release of sever a' Phoned from death row 
counw irlTm^m. h e ,° Mari0n ' !he ftrst “ su P erm ax" prison in the 
C ° rjK 5 m ^, nt . T? in,0,ma,ion 'and push the struggle. 
m will be held tentatively) at UIC. Dozens of workshops, speakers, films ond 

°r-r Ce ° f ra,IJre wi " be available Pisan abolition activists from 
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and spearheads the Distro. We’re trying to be as discreet as possible, as we 
scream the truth! We know government agents are present at meetings in 
Chicago, as some even freely admit, so we meet in small, secure groups. 

At this stage of the development of the serious anarchist opposition to this 
Orwellian fascist state, we see a huge need to help educate and empower 
people from a lifetime of lies, patterns of acquiescence to coercive bullying 
and their alienated, self-destructive, atomized, often despairing lives We take 
the New Afrikan maxim "Each One Teach One" to heart. The plainspoken truth 
is very dangerous to the authorities, especially those cruel bastards running the 
gulags. Recently, l got a rejection notice for a zine I sent a prisoner. On the 
envelop was written, "Rejected - advocates insight, insurrection, disruption." 

We want our comrades held captive to know that there are people in 
Chicagoland (and all over the world, really) who care about them and who will 
fight for them, as best we can. We’re not naive about the evil, deception and 
lies some may come at us with and will expose those trying to do harm to 
others, but we also feel people can transcend their pasts and become what 
they are capable of becoming, hopefully serious anarchists or otherwise anti- 
authontarian activists, teachers and examples. We all need eachotherl 
We never forget that the real criminals, the mass murderers and sadists are 
those who orchestrate this worldwide system of slaughter and suffering. They 
are headquartered in this country and their prisons are meant to silence us! 

So, I guess what I am saying is that our collective’s main thrust is to help 
embolden the idea of anarchy into the hearts and minds of others, through 
selfless agitation, broadminded solidarity and consistent below radar work to 
<Dread and water the seeds of worldwide peoples’ revoltl We just saw 


Think what could have been accomplished with a concomittent anarchist 
understanding to follow up the campesinos nationwide uprising!? For, the idea 
of anarchy - freedom, equality, autonomy, mutual aid, with a non-ideological, 
areligious, clearsighted understanding - once individuals overcome their fear 
and ignorance, IS capable of overwhelming the fascists and all of their hideous 
in stitutions. Anarchy is honest, purposeful living and should therefore permeate 
every aspect of our individual and social lives! “It’s in the doing that we find!" 

We re all imperfect animals and we've all been further damaged by living in 
a society based on coercion, greed, lies and alienation. But like any other 
animal, we are capable of realizing our decent, cooperative selves. War on! 


IN JUST US 


Let's network end build up support tor 
our Inasrcereted brothers and sisters 1 We 
must *bols>ish the death penalty and prison 
altogether! Down with locked down Amerika! 


The strongest bulwark of the 
capitalist systea Is the 
Ignorance of Its victims. 


Adolph Fischer 


PRISON ABOLITION CONFERENCE 

The third onnuol anarchist organized prison abolition conference is being 
scheduled for August 13-15,2004. The first two were held in Austin. Texas ond 
Eugene. Oregon. These helped to create the Anarchist Black Cross Network 
and further the work of serious prisoner support. Chicago has a lot to offer the 
rest of the country and world as for as resistance to the gulogs. is concerned 
The death penalty moratorium and release of several prisoned from death row 
are examples. Illinois is the home of Marion - the first "supermax" prison in the 
country. It's important to share information, network and push the struggle. 

This will be held (tentatively) at UIC. Dozens of workshops, speakers, films and 
an abundance of literature will be available. Prison abolition activists from 
around the country (and wortd| will be In attendance. We've work to dol 

We must work with dedicated and knowledgable folks on this. Many 

~^!?h rn w»i^. C0 ^ n< ~^, , f f ,hiS '° happen ' Transportation, housing, food, 
ovheach. website worts, email tot. speakers, workshops, meroture tables.- 

rwwice statement, publication and updates need to oe debit 
with. Child care, security, troubleshooting, funding, entertainment, media 
lioson recording of the proceeding (audio i video) clean-up and other tasks 
must be handled. Please seriously begin putting your heads togetherbrrthlsl 
Tentative workshops may include zinemaking. a prisoner facilitated 
wortahop, the death penalty, prison abolition, women prisoners. The fate of 
chlWren. mothers and fathers who are prslonetj / family members needs to be 
addressed. How do we deal with arrest? Court appearances? Unlust 
convictions? What are the conditions and retaliatory assaults directed towards 
Mk *? es ', P*?'w** Whnl the Important cases around 

r . J OC . . COnCe ' nin9 prtson s,ov « tabor - the repression of 
political prisoners? What about the vost number of drug war prisoners? What 
are communities doing to resist the round-ups in the Black, latino and Native 

C ^r ni, : eS? „ Wh0 ar ° th ° brtl “ on ' prtsoner <■** OM writer, today? 
Testimonials from family members are important. How is the punishment 

nH US ^li Ur !t C " 0rtn ? 5 What ° re the con,ro1 unl,s about? How has the Patriot Act 
Books m ( £? onerS p What 15 ,he s,a,e of Prisoner support groups? What types of 
Books to Prisoners Programs are out there and how do we increase the support 

A DS Hno mi 0 ' ° ,h ° s ", ua,ion ln ,he Qulags concerning medical neglect. 

and S so tath? H! w^' °!? U ' shocklln 9- sensor V deprivation, forced drugging 
and so forth? We need to learn the truth and connect with the Inside and out 
How con we build resistance and coordinate outside support more 

?o ftahtThif W | 8 r need '° le ° m ,r ° m oachother ond work more closely together 
ritoao to i ? m ® nace - prison is how the U.S. government controls the 
arizens in America. It s ground zero in the global war against the poor. 

Contact; Chicago ABC6hofmail.com / Anthony Rayson 

Prison Abolition Conference III P.O.Box 721 Homewood, II40430 


The history of all tlae 


Tfce legal right of the 
capitalist Is virtually the 
assertion that one nan has a 
greater right to life than 
another aan, since It denies 
the equality of natural 
constitutions. Our present 
social systea, therefore. Is 
based upon the legalization of 
robbery, slavery, and nurder. 
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Anarchis* scans peace and 
tranquility to all. Anarchis*, 
or soclalla*, scans tbe 
reorganization of society 
upon scientific principles and 
the abolition of causes which 
produce vice and crlwe. 


August Spies 

















ChicagaABC is organizing a Prison Abolition Conference to occur August 13, 14, 15. 


Ideas, help and your participation at any level is welcome. If you or your group or someone you 
know would like to participate in a panel or workshop, please send us your ideas. We especially 
want particpants who have been directly harmed in the system, such as Aaron Patterson and this 
could turn into a really long list but you know who you are. We also would like participants 
who can present the idea of abolition in articulate ways ala Angela Davis. 

We wish to explore the systemic human rights abuses in the prison industrial complex and 
discuss ways to hurry its end it as opposed to introducing ideas for prison and punishment 
reform. 

CoasDents, suggestions, volunteers, organization is needed. We've received national and 
international interest and need planning to help attendees find lodging and transportation. 

Additionally, if you know of any student groups who could help us get college or University 
space for the venue, plese have them contact us ASAP! 

You can answer to this email address or 


chicagoabc@hotmail.com 


SOUTH CHICAGO ABC 
ZINE DISTRO 
POB 721 HOMEWOOD IL 60430 


understanding to follow up the campesinos nationwide uprising!? For, the idea 
of anarchy - freedom, equality, autonomy, mutual aid, with a non-ideoiogical, 
areligious, clearsighted understanding - once individuals overcome their fear 
and ignorance, IS capable of overwhelming the fascists and all of their hideous 
in stitutions. Anarchy is honest, purposeful living and should therefore permeate 
every aspect of our individual and social lives! "It’s in the doing that we find'” 
We’re all imperfect animals and we’ve all been further damaged by living in 
a society based on coercion, greed, lies and alienation. But like any other 
animal, we are capable of realizing our decent, cooperative selves. War on! 


Th* strongest bulwark of the 
capitalist system is the 
ignorance of its victim*- 

Adolph Pischer 


Hoson recording of the proceeding (audio A video) clean-up and other tasks 
must he handled. Please seriously begin putting your heads together^ this! 

Tentative worskshops may include zinemaking, a prisoner facilitate^ V 
W |SlS h ° P ' th ® death P enalt Y’ P^on abolition, women prisoners. The fate of 
chHdrea mothers and fathers who are prsioners / family members needs to be 
addressed. How do we deal with arrest? Court appearances? Unjust 
convictions? What are the conditions and retaliatory assaults directed towards 
conscious, political Midwest prisoners? What are the important cases around 
the country? What are the facts concerning prison slave labor, the repression of 
political prisoners? What about the vast number of drug war prisoners? What 
are communities doing to resist the round-ups in the Black. Latino and Native 
American communities? Who are the brilliant prisoner artists and writer, today? 

Testimonials from family members are important. How is the punishment 
ndustry functioning? What are the control units about? How has the Patriot Act 

B^ks t^P^ S ° nefS p WhQt is ,he state of Prisoner support groups? What types of 
Books to Prisoners Programs are out there and how do we increase the support 

A DS H«n S «H WhQt ,S ,he s,tuat,on in the 9 u,a 9 s concerning medical neglect. 
AIDS, H epatitis. rape, assault, shackling, sensory deprivation, forced drugging 
and so forth? We need to learn the truth and connect with the inside and out 
How can we build resistance and coordinate outside support more 

fo r , need f ° ,e ° rn fr0m eachother ° nd work more closely together 

^ n hls A 50c ^ 3, m ®? ace - Pr1s °" *5 how the U.S. government controls the 
citizens in America. It s ground zero in the global war against the poor. 

Contact: Chicago ABCdhotmalt.com / Anthony Rayson 

Prison Abolition Conference III P.O. Box 721 Homewood, IL 60430 


The history of all ti*e 
teaches us that oppressing 
classes always Maintain their 
tyranny by force and violence. 


The legal right of the 
capitalist la virtually the 
Assertion that one man has a 
greater right to life than 
another man, since it denies 
the equality of natural 
constitutions. Our present 
social system, therefore, ia 
based upon the legalixation of 
robbery, slavery, and murder. 

Albert Parsons 
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Anarchism Beans peace aDd 
tranquility to all. Anarchies, 
or socialism, means the 
reorganization of society 
upon scientific principles and 
the abolition of causes which 
_^produce vice and crime. _ 


August Spies 


George Engle 


- Thanks muchI - Gale with ChicagoABC 

















Transform the Iron Houses of Oppression 
into Schools of Liberation 

By Tom Big Warrior, 1/6/04 

—- What I remember most from reading Sun Tzu’s The Art of War , is that to defeat your 
enemy you must defeat his strategy with your own. It is all well and good to talk about 
the abolition of prisons, but this requires that first the state itself must be abolished, for 
you cannot have one without the other. 

But to develop a strategy that will defeat the ruling class’s strategy of mass incarceration 
as a means of social control and the criminalization of a generation, we need a strategy 

— that utilizes this reality and makes it work for us. Penitentiaries have always been the 

— universities of the oppressed. Many older prisoners complain that the new crop of 

— prisoners haven’t a clue as to the ways of the “Old School.” They are for the most part 

_ amateurs unlearned in die fine points of the criminal underworld and its ways and 

customs. The massive increase in the number of incarcerated has forever changed the 
situation. What is called for is a “New School,” not based upon the criminal life style but 
upon becoming warriors who live lives of service to the people. 

— Most “ethnic” people are not so far removed from the warrior traditions of their 
ancestors. These traditions held that a warrior’s life was not his own, it belonged to his 
people, his tribe or his nation. In these societies, the State did not exist There were no 

_ special bodies of armed men, soldiers or police, no prisons and no class ruling over 

society. Every man, (and some women), was a warrior. When the need arose, he dropped 
what he was doing to rise to the defense of the people or perform whatever service was 
needed. Otherwise, he went about his business of providing for his family or neighbors in 

— - need. 

This is how society worked for many thousands of years, and the virtues of the warrior 

_ __ were tie virtues of humanity; courage, loyalty, humility, honesty and reliability. Warriors 

strove to be their people’s pride and to set a good example for the youth and children who 
looked up to them and learned from them. They did not fear death, only dishonor. To die 
for the people was an honor. 

— The strategy of the ruling class is to degrade, demoralize and dishonor the members of 
the underclass; to turn the young women into “ho’s” and the young men into “gangsta’s,” 
addicting both to “crack” or “smack” and thereby neutralize them and render them 
impotent in the class struggle, setting them up for early graves or long prison sentences. 
They give the Indian nations casinos and call this “sovereignty rights.” They turn the 
urban barrios and “hoods” into war zones, giving the people a choice of colors in 

- fratricidal gang warfare. 

-Every bit of this is about oppression,'even if it puts a wad of dough in your pocket, or it 

— puts you in a flash car or flash clothes for a while. This is all chump change to the ruling 

- class, and you are never going to be one of them. All they will let you be is a Judas Goat 

_with a bell around your neck leading the people to slaughter. What you sell to wear the 

bell is worth a lot more than what you receive. 

Creator made us to be warriors. This is biologically determined. The very gifts that 
enable us to be strong warriors, strength of body, quickness of mind, and courage are 

— exploited to turn us into “gangsta’s” and “hoodlums.” We are made into caricatures of 
what we were intended to be.. .not the real thine at sail! 


i • : ■ ■ S 1 

Sometime you have to leave the path to find it, to fail in order to succeed. We were bom 
in a sewer of exploitation where everything sacred is profaned and selfishness, 
insensitivity, ruthlessness and greed are promoted as virtues. We live in a world turned 
wrong-side up. No one on death row killed more people than Lee Iacoca, when with the 
stroke of a pen he eliminated the option of putting a safer gas tank on the Ford Pinto, and 
they proclaimed him “Man of the Year.” 

Compared to the crimes of the ruling class, all the offences of all the prisoners in 
America taken together pale by comparison, but they go Scott free, or at worst get a slap 
on the wrist, no matter what their crimes, while the poor are executed or grow old in 
prison cells. But before there can be an accounting of true justice, the people must be 
united. Such unity does not fall from the sky, or occur as an instantaneous mystical 
happening, it must be built up gradually from below. A nation stands upon its warriors, 
and without them, a people have nothing. 

America is not just a nation of prisons, where one in four of the incarcerated people in the 
world reside, it is a prison house of nations. First and foremost are the indigenous nations 
whose homelands are occupied. Then there is the nation of Africans in America, of 
Mexicans and Puerto Ricans in America, and so on. All the nations in America, including 
the white colonial settler nation, must leam to stand together and to stand tall in 
opposition to all oppression. Warriors must lead the way! 

We are all in the same boat. Our fates are intertwined. To have a future, we must wrest 
the wheel from Blind Greed and Selfish Ambition and put Reason in command. Who can 
understand this better than those whose personal lives have been wrecked upon the 
rocks? It is from within the bowels of the system of injustice, from those stripped of 
everything tangible, and struggling to retain their humanity and spirit, that hope for the 
future will be found. In the hard knocks school of prison and on the mean streets of 
poverty and desperation, the people will find their champions. 

Let all who yearn for a day of liberation for mankind take a hand in consciously creating 
this school. Yes, one day we shall see the abolition of prisons, and of every form of 
oppression, but not without first raising up a tide of red-hearted warriors who, even under 
the gravest adversity, have learned how to be free. 

MPLU Appeal For Support 

The Missouri Prisoners’ Labor Union was organized by prisoners and supporters 
in the hope of bettering the living and working conditions in the State of Missouri 
prison system. One of our goals is to establish minimum wages for all prisoners in 
Missouri and at large, and to put a stop to all prisoner abuse. We were lawfully 
given recognition by the Secretary of the State of Missouri on August 3rd of 1998 
and since our arrival on the scene, members have been subjected to all forms of 
abuse and harassment by the Missouri Department of Corrections and the prison 
officials of Potosi Correctional Center, Jefferson City Correctional Center, 
Crossroads Correctional Center and South Central Correctional Center. The MPLU 
is an organization that fights against oppression, repression, torture, brutality, 
rape, corruption and exploitation of prisoners, both male and female. In this 
struggle we seek to regain our human dignity. We seek to remove legislation which 
acts as a barrier to prisoner’s right to vote. We seek to procure the minim u m wage 
pay scale for all prisoners - to abolish all abuses of prisoners throughout the U.S. 
and around the world. 
















society. Every man, (and some women), was a warrior. When the need arose, he dropped 
what he was doing to rise to the defense of the people or perform whatever service was 

— needed. Otherwise, he went about his business of providing for his family or neighbors in 

— need. 

This is how society worked for many thousands of years, and the virtues of the warrior 
were the virtues of humanity; courage, loyalty, humility, honesty and reliability. Warriors 
strove to be their people's pride and to set a good example for the youth and children who 
looked up to them and learned from them. They did not fear death, only dishonor. To die 
for the people was an honor. 

— The strategy of the ruling class is to degrade, demoralize and dishonor the members of 
the underclass; to turn the young women into “ho’s” and the young men into “gangsta’s,” 
addicting both to “crack” or “smack” and thereby neutralize them and render them 
impotent in the class struggle, setting them up for early graves or long prison sentences. 
They give the Indian nations casinos and call this “sovereignty rights.” They turn the 

-urban barrios and “hoods” into war zones, giving the people a choice of colors in 

—- fratricidal gang warfare. 

-Every bit of this is about oppression,'even if it puts a wad of dough in your pocket, or it 

__ puts you in a flash car or flash clothes for a while. This is all chump change to the ruling 

- class, and you are never going to be one of them. All they will let you be is a Judas Goat 

_with a bell around your neck leading the people to slaughter. What you sell to wear the 

bell is worth a lot more than what you receive. 

Creator m a d e us to be warriors. This is biologically determined. The very gifts that 
enable us to be strong warriors, strength of body, quickness of mind, and courage are 

- exploited to turn us into “gangsta’s” and “hoodlums.” We are made into caricatures of 

what we were intended to be.. .not the real thing at all! 

me tcea ram or true warriors, wnen necessary, we must walk alone, when possible, we 
must unite as brothers and form warrior circles. Virtually any prison group ran become a 
warrior's circle and help to transform the joint into a “School of Liberation.” Every yard 
and cell block can become a classroom of higher learning. 

_Education is the key. Those with knowledge and understanding must share it with others. 

Lifers,' who cannot get out, can school those who will. Those who come out can carry the 
“New School” into the neighborhoods and back onto the reservations. No matter how bad 
one has been, when turned to service to the people we can all be useful. We can be 

— Giants! 

_ The people who run the prisons talk about “corrections” and “rehabilitation,” but it is all 

a scam. The only ones who care about rehabilitation are the prisoners themselves and 
their loved ones. The system is rigged to fail. People are expected to come out more 
demoralized and dehu m a niz ed then they went in. They are expected to re-offend and go 
right back in, or trip over some technical violation of parole placed in their path. 

— The reality is there are not enough decent jobs to go around. Globalization calls for 
_ exportation of the good jobs elsewhere and importation of cheap immigrant labor to 

depress wages in the service sector. That’s why so many Americans are being 
incarcerated for longer prison terms. It has nothing to do with crime rates and everything 
to do with keeping the underclass down. 

- The only way to win is to stop playing their game and to turn the tables on our 

— oppressors. Nobody can change a thing about the past What’s done is done! All we can 

_ do is determine what we are going to do today and what we aspire to become in the 

_future. Why should we accept the label of our past misdeeds as an identity or put such on 

others? Pretty near everyone in prison did some pretty awful thing or thin gs to get where 
they are, but why dwell upon it? Need it determine the rest of one’s life? 


rocks? It is from within the bowels of the system of injustice, from those stripped of 
everything tangible, and struggling to retain their humanity and spirit, that hope for the 
future will be found. In the hard knocks school of prison and on the mean streets of 
poverty and desperation, the people will find their champions. 

Let all who yearn for a day of liberation for mankind take a hand in consciously creating 
this school. Yes, one day we shall see the abolition of prisons, and of every form of 
oppression, but not without first raising up a tide of red-hearted warriors who, even under 
the gravest adversity, have learned how to be free. 

MPLU Appeal For Support 

The Missouri Prisoners’ Labor Union was organized by prisoners and supporters 
in the hope of bettering the living and working conditions in the State of Missouri 
prison system. One of our goals is to establish minimum wages for all prisoners in 
Missouri and at large, and to put a stop to all prisoner abuse. We were lawfully 
given recognition by the Secretary of the State of Missouri on August 3rd of 1998 
and since our arrival on the scene, members have been subjected to all forms of 
abuse and harassment by the Missouri Department of Corrections and the prison 
officials of Potosi Correctional Center, Jefferson City Correctional Center, 

Crossroads Correctional Center and South Central Correctional Center. The MPLU 
is an organization that fights against oppression, repression, torture, brutality, 
rape, corruption and exploitation of prisoners, both male and female. In this 
struggle we seek to regain our human dignity. We seek to remove legislation which 
acts as a barrier to prisoner’s right to vote. We seek to procure the minim u m wage 
pay scale for all prisoners - to abolish all abuses of prisoners throughout the U.S. 
and around the world. 

MPLU Mission Statement 

rights is the basis of freedom for all humans and requisite for peace in the world. 

- The MPLU recognizes and believes in the people having the right to govern their 
own lives, and be freed from wage slavery. 

- The MPLU recognizes and is founded upon the principle of Liberty, Equality & 
Solidarity and that such principles are fortified with mutual aid, free association 
and free cooperation. 

. The MPLU recognizes and strongly supports the abolition of all prisons 
everywhere, the abolition of the death penalty, and the ending of the capitalist 
system with its false democracy. 

- We are seeking to form outside support groups on a local and national basis in 
(Vder to ensure civil and human rights for all people. These groups could be 
involved in like work. 

* Organizing a committee on behalf of prisoners framed for an alleged crime 
through the capitalist court for their political and social beliefs or prison organizing. 
. Finding out about prison conditions by going into prisons, visiting the prisoners, 
investigating our complaints, questioning the officials and monitoring the prison for 
violation of prisoners’ rights. 

- T .infrfag the peoples’ struggle associated with poverty, homelessness, hunger, 
racism, racial/cultural profiling, drugs and many other issues. 

- Exposing the capitalist system of cops, laws and prisons. 

- Educating the community, prisoners and others about how to fight against the 
legal system whe n justice is not served. 

- Organizing and participating in movements for poor people’s, prisoner’s rights 
groups, women’8 rights groups, gay / lesbian / bisexual / trangendered groups, left- 
wing groups, churches, and other groups that are involved in the struggle of the 
people for social change. 

- Assisting prisoners in getting probation, parole or pardons when they become 
eligible. 

- Working against the death penalty to expose it as an instrument of genocide and 














^ roui.wi uuc wturiur^. wacn necessary, we must wane alone, wnen possible, we 
must unite as brothers and form warrior circles. Virtually any prison group e«n become a 
warrior’s circle and help to transform the joint into a “School of Liberation.” Every yard 
and cell block can become a classroom of higher learning. 

Education is the key. Those with knowledge and understanding must share it with others. 
Lifers, who cannot get out, can school those who will. Those who come out carry the 
‘New School” into the neighborhoods and back onto the reservations. No mqttgr how bad 
one has been, when turned to service to the people we can all be useful. We can be 
Giants! 

The people who run the prisons talk about “corrections” and “rehabilitation,” but it is all 
a scam. The only ones who care about rehabilitation are the prisoners themselves and 
their loved ones. The system is rigged to fail. People are expected to come out more 
demoralized and dehumanized then they went in. They are expected to re-offend and go 
right back in, or trip over some technical violation of parole placed in their path. 

The reality is there are not enough decent jobs to go around. Globalization calls for 
exportation of the good jobs elsewhere and importation of cheap immigrant labor to 
depress wages in the service sector. That’s why so many Americans are being 
incarcerated for longer prison terms. It has nothing to do with crime rates and everything 
to do with keeping the underclass down. 

The only way to win is to stop playing their game and to turn the tables on our 
oppressors. Nobody can change a thing about the past What’s done is done! All we can 
do is determine what we are going to do today and what we aspire to become in the 
future. Why should we accept the label of our past misdeeds as an identity or put such on 
others? Pretty near everyone in prison did some pretty awful thing or thing* to get where 
they are, but why dwell upon it? Need it determine the rest of one’s life? 

We can be the sort of men whom others will respect and trust regardless of the start we 
made in life, if we decide to change our ways and walk a righteous path. We were all 
given the capability of living up to Creator’^expectations. 

XAMAKEXI’S FAY X004 

. TIKE A. HOUMY OK THE 

FIRST OF MAY 

RAIIY If DRUM CIRCLE 

AT THE STATE CAIITAI 
EAK&ISBVKfi, IA 

JOIN US IN CALLING FOR: 

Recognition of the historic contributions an<J legacy of the Native American Indians, ami in 
paniculnr the l.enni l.enapc and our great sachem I A MAN l*NI ). who with Win, Perm signed the 
GRiiA 1 1 REA I Y at the founding of the colony of Pennsylvania. 

Bring food to share and a blanket, overnight camping 
available. All Drums welcome! 

Tamanend’s Day 2004 Committee, PO Box 4362, Allentown, PA 18105 
(610) 437-2971 or (717) 625-2840 


rights is the basis of freedom for all humans and requisite for peace in the world. 

- The MPLU recognizes and believes in the people having the right to govern their 
own lives, and be freed from wage slavery. 

- The MPLU recognizes and is founded upon the principle of Liberty, Equality & 
Solidarity and that such principles are fortified with mutual aid, free association 
and free cooperation. 

- The MPLU recognizes and strongly supports the abolition of all prisons 
everywhere, the abolition of the death penalty, and the ending of the capitalist 
system with its false democracy. 

- We are seeking to form outside support groups on a local and national basis in 
tfrder to ensure civil and human rights for all people. These groups could be 
involved in like work. 

- Organizing a committee on behalf of prisoners framed for an alleged crime 
through the capitalist court for their political and social beliefs or prison organizing. 

- Finding out about prison conditions by going into prisons, visiting the prisoners, 
investigating our complaints, questioning the officials and monitoring the prison for 
violation of prisoners’ rights. 

- Linking the peoples’ struggle associated with poverty, homelessness, hunger, 
racism, racial/cultural profiling, drugs and many other issues. 

• Exposing the capitalist system of cops, laws and prisons. 

- Educating the community, prisoners and others about how to fight against the 
legal system whe n justice is not served. 

- Organizing and participating in movements for poor people’s, prisoner's rights 
groups, women’s rights groups, gay / lesbian / bisexual / trangendered groups, left- 
wing groups, churches, and other groups that are involved in the struggle of the 
people for social change. 

- Assisting prisoners in getting probation, parole or pardons when they become 
eligible. 

- Working against the death penalty to expose it as an instrument of genocide and 
political repression. 

The MPLU encourages a diversity of tactics as suggested here, that could be 
delivered to help build unity around the country from state to state and from city to 
city. The MPLUs foremost intentions are to accomplish the goals above with the 
many autonomous groups that are doing the day-to-day grassroots activities. What 
unites us is our principled struggle to remove oppression, expose injustice and 
corruption, support political prisoners and to provide advice and support to activists 
who put their bodies on the line in defense of freedom and the struggle for human 
rights for the people. 

For more information contact: 


Jerome White-Bey #37479 
SCCC 

255 West highway 32 
Licking, MO 65542-9069 


Sheik Mark Moore-El #990115 
CROC 

1115 East Pence Road 
Cameron, MO 64429 
Bruce “Yero” Cummings #36911 
M.E.C.C. 

18701 Old Hwy. 66 
Pacific, MO 63069 

w The organ of the MPLU, Off The Hook and other literature put out by the 
organization about their goals and work can be ordered through So Chi. ABC Distro 
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FROM CELLBLOCKS TO CITY BLOCKS: BUILDING A MOVEMENT IN 
SEARCH OF FREEDOM 

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK AT BINGHAMTON 
WORKSHOP ON WOMEN IN PRISON 
MARCH 16,2002 
BY BONNIE KERNESS 



• ve been, worfcirigvwith the American Friends Service Committee in Newark as a 
human rights’advocate on behalf of prisoners for the past 23 years The 

Inin'S, P b ?! W6en W ° men IMng in P° vertyand *»men being incarcerated is 
nd^ble^There are currently over 950,000 women in criminal justice custody 
in the US with thousands more living under other forms of social control such as V 
parole or probation.. Since 1980 the number of women entering prisons in the US 
^^most 400%, double the rate of men. Women of color are imSed 

fiftZf , b f We ® n C a H d th,rty ' five times 9 reater than rates of white women in 
fifteen states. New York is one of those states. Nearly a quarter of these women 
are mentally ill, with untold numbers being infected with AIDS. 40% held no jobs 
pnor to imprisonment, two thirds of them are women of color and 60% of them 
are.mothers of ; an estimated 1.3 million minor children. The average age of the 
women ip prison is 29 and 58% haven’t finished high school. Without any 

hTj^ 8 * H 16 Vw * r ° r \ d " J9s ” in 0113 country has become-a war on women and it 
as clearly contnbuted to the explosion in the women's prison population. 


during my day ^ y ° U 30016 ° fthe voic8S ofthe women <n Prison that I hear 


rom Ney^ Jersey, "We are forced to sleep on the floor in the middle of winter 
wrth bad backs and aching bodies, cold air still blowing from the vents no matter 
what the temperature was outside. At two o’clock in the morning they wake you 

, »r in ^ 90 W Pere0nsl teto " Si "3 S 


mv rf,S« S nffT e ^ U ! rd r? rayed m ® with pepper spray because I wouldn’t take 
my clothes off in front of five male guards. Then they carried me to a cell laid me 

^ ,eft <"^cel. with 


wm me mere in tnat cell Vt 
hat pepper spray in my face and nothing to wash my face with. I didn’t give 
them any reason to do that. I just didn’t want to take my clothes off. 9 


^ V thlr l 9 you 9et in isolation ' 3 3 Peanut butter sandwich in 
h'Z eSe sandw,ch ,n ‘b® afternoon and for supper another peanut 
utter sandwich. If you want a drink here, you have to drink toilet water..." 


refijsed to move in *o a double cell, they came into my 
c j£ dragged me out and threw me on myjjack. I was beaten about my face 

I ! 903 * 3 StUck his finger in my eye rieliberately. I was toe 
rofldd-^i my stomach and cuffed on my wrists with leg irons on my ankle. I was 
made to walk a thousand feet with the leg irons. Then they put me in a device 
called* restraint chair.* When they put you in this chair your hands are cuffed 
behind your back and tucked under your buttocks. They stripped me naked 
and kept me there over 9 hours until I fouled myself on my hands which were" 


death penalty all serve as social control mechanisms. The economic function 
they serve is equally as chilling. | believe that in the US criminal justice system 
the politics of the police, the politics of the courts, the politics of the prison 
system and thepolitics ofthe death penalty are a manifestation oftheracism 
and classism which governs so much our lives. Every part ofthe criminal j ll «ti 0 - 
system falls most heavily on the poor and people of^Kr tocKi^t faS 
slavery was guaranteed in the United States by the 13» amendment nfthL 

ssest* «*■—•»“ - 

like occuSon i a^r ark ; and 916 y ° Ung Pe ° P ' e te " me that tha Police feel 
ike an occupation army as if inner cities were militarized zones. They feel that 

the courts are used as a feeder system to filter younq blacks and La«nnc in* * 

pnsons where those bodies are suddenly worth a fortune I’ve haarri n ° 

that the criminal justice system doesn’t work. I’ve come to bblieve exaitfTthe^ 

P .. . y * 0 ' believe it is an accident that the young adolescent of color worth 

nothing to this country's economy suddenly generates between 30 and 60 
thousand dollars a year once trapped in the criminal justice system 

^ 1 ®® xpansion of Prisons, parole, probation, the court and police systems has 
result in an enormous bureaucracy which has been a boon to evervona from 
architects, plumbers and electricians to food and medical vendors^all with one 
thing in common - a pay check earned by keeping human beings in caqes in 
human warehouses. The criminalization of poverty is a lucrative business and 
we ve replaced the social safety net with a dragnet. I doubt that this would be 
tolerated if we were talking about mostly white folks or mostly rich folks. 

The American Friends Service Committee Prison Watch Project has becomA w 
concerned that we have archived prisoner testimonies of torture state-by-state 
We ve developed a pamphlet of these testimonies in order to be abletopuf 
human faces on what is happening. We’ve asked prisoners to draw whatthev 
are seeing and experiencing. Some of these drawings have already been usL 
by newspapers, which find they often can’t get into the prisons to photograph. 

We have produced a "Survivor’s Manual* written by people living in extended 
isolator, for people living in extended isolation. The pamphlet has a s£S2 
section on women, because we are hearing from so many who are livingto 
enforced and extended solitary confinement ^ 


We re also creating a pamphlet called "Our Children’s House", which contains 
the testimonies of the very young who have been sentenced to county youth 
detention facilities. One young women who was placed in such a facility whAn 

Wh.r h 12 ““ ^ "0 "am*, fa! fa 

When I began those interviews, I was unprepared for youngsters who were so 
afraid to talk teat they wouldn’t allow the use of their names. They described 
being held in isolation and used sexually. They talked of hearing/seeino and 











Id like to share with you some of the voices of the women in prison that I hear 


!Th N !h J e ree y. ^Ve are forced to sleep on the floor in the middle of winter 
J ^. b t ^ backs a " d achin 9 bod,es ' coW air still blowing from the vents no matter 
m «„!?? temperatore was outside. At two o'clock in the morning they wake you 

- 1 CSiSS.T"' 1 *" y90 “”°“ 9h vour TOI ana 

™ w “ sway Pssause I wouldn't take 
™ if '" fro J nt of five ™ le 9 dards. Then they carried me to a cell, laid me 
| £°" n ona 84601 ^ and took mv clothes off. They left me there in that cell with 

I !hfL P ! Pper Spray ‘ n , my faC8 and nothing to wash my face with. I didn't give 
j hem any reason to do that, I just didn't want to take my clothes off. 

j Arizona - ‘‘J’ 0 on, y toing you get in isolation is a peanut butter sandwich in 

i ^e morning, a cheese sandwich in the afternoon and for supper another peanut 
j butter sandwich. If you want a drink here, you have to drink toilet water.. ." 

j. S|^ l ? 0Uri l7 Vhen 1 refijsed to move into a double cell, they came into my 
j cell and dragged me out and threw me on myjjack. I was beaten about mJface 
{ °"? of 018 guards stuck his finger in my eye deliberately. I was toe 

I toy stomach and cuffed on my wrists with leg irons on my ankle. I was 

; made to walk a thousand feet with toe leg irons. Then they put me in a device 
f P 3 "?* 3 res4ra| nt chain When they put you in this chair your hands are cuffed 
. behind your back and tucked under your buttocks. They stripped me naked 
• and kept me there over 9 hours until I fouled myself on my hands which were" 

I Jucked underneath me through a hole in the chair. 


These past years for me have been full of hundreds of calls and complaints of 
increasingly disturbing nature from prisoners and their families throughout the 


an 


j risen, wixn women oescnDing conditions ot confinement wmcn are torture. 

J *fhey suffer from sexual abuse by staff, with one woman saying. "I am tired of 
j being gynaecological^ examined every time I'm searched." Another prisoner put 
j it. “That was not part of my sentence, to.. .perform oral sex with officers." In one 
J current NJ case, the woman who filed charges of rape has been kept in solitary 
-- confinement since the day she filed her complaint. This incredible woman 
J actually held the semen In her mouth, spitting it into a plastic bag when she 
returned to her cell. She called last week to let fne know that the guard who 
forced her to have sex was now back working at,the prison. 

Women have also reported the inappropriate use of restraints on pregnant and 
“ sick prisoners. The reports of giving birth while being handcuffed and shackled 
H are horrible, including one women whose baby was coming at the same time the 

- guard who had shackled her legs was on a break somewhere else in the 
J hospital. 

Other abuses include medical care, which is often so callous that it is life 
threatening. We have received reports about a women who died of pancreatic 
"I disease that went undiagnosed, about a mentally ill woman who was confined 
~ naked in a filthy cell where she ingested her own bodily waste, about a women 

- who suffered bums over 54% of her body and gradually lost mobility when she 

- was denied the special bandages which would keep her skin from tightening, 
and from a women who unsuccessfully begged staff for months to allow her to 

J see a doctor. This particular woman was finally diagnosed with cancer. Though 
^ in enormous pain, she was given no pain medication. She died nine months after 
the diagnosis. I am currently dealing with a young woman dying of breast cancer 


The ex pan s ,on of prisons, parole, probation, toe court and police systems has 
arrhitpH- 30 ? no T 5us ^reaucracy which has been a boon to everyone from 
architects, plumbers and electricians to food and medical vendors- all with one 
hing in common - a pay check earned by keeping human beings in caqes in 
human warehouses. The criminalization of poverty is a lucrative business and 

T? V Vff f th ® S0C ‘ al safety net with 3 dragnet. I doubt that this would be 

tolerated if we were talking about mostly white folks or mostly rich folks. 

The American Friends Service Committee Prison Watch Project has become 
concerned that we have archived prisoner testimonies of torture state-by-state 

H W r n d rr ,OP6d I Pamph,et ° f 441686 tosftnonies in order to be able to ptf 
human faces on what is happening. We’ve asked prisoners to draw whattoev 
are seeing and experiencing. Some of these drawings have already been usL 
by newspapers, which find they often can't get into toe prisons to photograph* 

We have produced a "Survivor’s Manual" written by people living in extended 
isolation for people living in extended isolation. The pamphlet has a special 
ection on women, because we are hearing from so many who are living in 
enforced and extended solitary confinement ® 


We're also creating a pamphlet called "Our Children's House", which contains 

dSenttn f n 'ir° f ‘o V " y y0U " 9 Who have been sentenced to county youth. 
detention facilities. One young women who was placed in such a facility when 

she was 12 said they told her she had no name, that she was now number 5 
When I began those interviews, I was unprepared for youngsters who wn™ «« 
afraid to talk that they wouldn’t allow the use of their names. They described 
being held in isolation and used sexually. They talked of hearing ^seeing and 
smelling things, about enduring treatment that is inappropriate for anyone let 
alone children. As they spoke it was so clear that it Was toe aduS around tolm 
who were toe lawless. These pamphlets are just one way we camJStofalSI 
for impnsoned people speak for themselves. n create forums 

education, drug treatment and affordable housing for their families. There are 
many things we can do to push for social change. We need to link with more 
coalitions of diversity on mutual interests. On Thursday I participated in a forum 
on reparations and much of toe discussion was of US domestic policies on toe 
poor and people of color, toe same things we are talking about this weekend. We 
need to educate ourselves on international law and prod our human rights 
lawyers to engage the UN Covenants in US courts. Although international law 
isn't recognized in civil courts yet, we are seeing immigration courts giving 
consideration. We need to organize, organize, organize. Perhaps one of the 
things we can do is form telephone collectives to brainstorm tactics. We need to 
find ways to reach into women's prisons, just as we are going to have to find 
ways to further our own social and political consciousness and activism. I 
particularly urge free women to form monitoring and advocacy alliances with 
women in prison. Many years ago, a Vietnamese sister noted that, "when women 

become massively political, the revolution will have moved to a new level. 

♦ 


I’ve been part of the struggle against oppression in this country for the past 40 
years. I have seen the horror and havoc that US policies can create in people's 
lives. I have spent time with people who have endured torture in US prisons. I 
have treated hundreds of ex-prisoners who have returned to our communities 
with symptoms of Post Traumatic Stress. I have worked with many United States 
political prisoners and their families for decades. I have never seen anything like 
what I am seeing now in US prisons. My soul is shaken by what I read in my 
daily mail. 


What is going on in the name of all of us needs to be stopped. 


Poverty and 














These past years for me have been full of hundreds of calls and complaints of an 
increasingly disturbing nature from prisoners and their families throughout the 
j tiaf nsen. wixn women oescnomg conditions or confinement wmcn are torture. 

■fheysuffer from sexual abuse by staff, with one woman saying, "I am tired of 
"1 being gynaecological^ examined every time I’m searched." Another prisoner put 
T it, “That was not part of my sentence, to...perform oral sex with officers." In one 
J current NJ case, the woman who filed charges of rape has been kept in solitary 

- confinement since the day she filed her complaint. This incredible woman 

J actually held the semen in her mouth, spitting it into a plastic bag when she 
returned to her cell. She called last week to let me know that the guard who 
forced her to have sex was now back working afcthe prison. 

Women have also reported the inappropriate use of restraints on pregnant and 
“ sick prisoners. The reports of giving birth while being handcuffed and shackled 
H are horrible, including one women whose baby was coming at the same time the 
-i guard who had shackled her legs was on a break somewhere else in the 
J hospital. 

j Other abuses include medical care, which is often so callous that it is life 
threatening. We have received reports about a women who died of pancreatic 
“ disease that went undiagnosed, about a mentally ill woman who was confined 

- naked in a filthy cell where she ingested her own bodily waste, about a women 

- who suffered bums over 64% of her body and gradually lost mobility when she 

- was denied the special bandages which would keep her skin from tightening, 
and from a women who unsuccessfully begged staff for months to allow her to 

J see a doctor. This particular woman was finally diagnosed with cancer. Though 
in enormous pain, she was given no pain medication. She died nine months after 
the diagnosis. I am currently dealing with a young woman dying of breast cancer 
at a prison in New Jersey where every agonizing stage of her medical care from 
' chemotherapy to radiation has been achieved only by a war of calls and letters 
-v on her behalf. 


- Couple all of this with the increased use of long term isolation, lack of treatment 
_ for substance abuse, lack of counseling services, concerns about the 
inappropriate.use of psychotropic medications,.inappropriate use of restraints 
and you have an increasingly dear picture of what irfe is like for our sisters in 
1 prison. Add the use of prison labor and your picture of the prison system 
i continues to unfold. If you call to find out about NJ Tourism, you are very likely 
J talking to a female prisoner - one who is working for $1 ;50 an hour with no 
vacations, union or any way to address working conditions. Perhaps worst of all 
.j is that there are far fewer advocates focused on women in prison than men. Part 
of the reason for this is that women are used to being the helpers, not the 
helped. 


Each and every one of the practices that the women have testified about, are in 
violation of dozens of international Treaties and Covenants that the US has 
signed. These practices violate the United Nations Convention Against Torture, 
the ON Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the 
UN Convention on the Elimination of All forms of Discrimination Against Women, 
UN Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners, the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child and a dozen other international and regional laws and 
standards. 


t 
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»ho we, e tt.el8wl.ss. These pamphlet, „ just „,. waywe cancmme/pZ, 
for imprisoned people speak for themselves. 


education, drug treatment and affordable housing for their families. There are 
many things we can do to push for social change. We need to link with more 
coalitions of diversity on mutual interests. On Thursday I participated in a forum 
on reparations and much of the discussion was of US domestic policies on the 
poor and people of color, the same things we are talking about this weekend. We 
need to educate ourselves on international law and prod our human rights 
lawyers to engage the UN Covenants in US courts. Although international law 
isn't recognized in civil courts yet, we are seeing immigration courts giving 
consideration. We need to organize, organize, organize. Perhaps one of the 
things we can do is form telephone collectives to brainstorm tactics. We need to 
find ways to reach into women's prisons, just as we are going to have to find 
ways to further our own social and political consciousness and activism. I 
particularly urge free women to form monitoring and advocacy alliances with 
women in prison. Many years ago, a Vietnamese sister noted that, “when women 

become massively political, the revolution will have moved to a new level. 

* 

I’ve been part of the struggle against oppression in this country for the past 40 
years. I have seen the horror and havoc that US policies can create in people's 
lives. I have spent time with people who have endured torture in US prisons. I 
have treated hundreds of ex-prisoners who have returned to our communities * 
with symptoms of Post Traumatic Stress. I have worked with many United States 
political prisoners and their families for decades. I have never seen anything like 
what I am seeing now in US prisons. My soul is shaken by what I read in my 
daily mail. 


What is going on in the name of all of us needs to be stopped. Poverty and 
prisons are state-manifested violence. I think that whites have to consciously 
wash off the racism that infects us daily in a society where we are privileged in 
relation to peoples of color. I think people of color have to become specifically 
involved in fighting the bottom line expression of racism, classism and 
oppression that the prison system represents. 


Conferences like this are so important because they encourage the kind of 
lifetime commitment that social change requires from us. I speak all over the 
country on US human rights violations in our prisons. I have received the gift of 
working with many prisoners who lend me their experience, their intelligence and 
their wisdom. This means that my work is prisoner led, advised and evaluated, 
which I believe is necessary in forming any kind of forward movement on the 
issues. Until prisoner activists and outside organizations begin opposition on a 
more serious level, neither prison administrators nor the US government has to 
respond to our complaints. Each of us needs to use any forum that we have 
available to describe the connections between slavery and the criminal justice 
system, between US domestic policies towards people of color and US 
international policies towards countries of color. We need to stand up and say 
“not in my name" will you commit these atrocities any more. There are many 
reasons to get involved in these issues - human decency being the most 
compelling. 


Thank you. 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE PROGRAM 
972 Broad Street, 6th Floor 
Newark, New Jersey 07102 
973/643-3079 FAX 973/643-8924 
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From: ED FORCHION - DISSIDENT <njweedman@yahoo.com> I ^ I X I Eilnbox 

Reply-To: njwesdman@yalioo.com 

Sent: Tuesday, September 2,2003 3:47 PM 

To: amiwnyrayson@hotmail.axn 

Subject: OUT OF PRISON 


Inside English supermax 

Robbie Stewart points out that the Close Supervision Centres have never 
been a success and never will. 


Hey ANTHONY, 30/12/03 

Back m 2001 my cellmate JAMES BAKER gave me your address and I wrote you. You made a 
little booklet out of my plight This morning I was searching thro a few of my prison papers and 
came acroos it IS this still your e-mail address? 


DH4408 Robbie Stewart 
hmp woodhill 

Milton Keyes 
Bucks, England MK4 40a 




t Mr. Rayson, , , , . , .. . _ 

Thanks for your Thought Bombs zine which I 
received a month or two ago. I have included an 
article I recently had published. I am working on one 
at present, i’ll send you in a fortnight when it is 
completed. It deals with prisoners who have died 
whilst being violently restrained, and one who was 
found hanged Ulrike Meinhof style. There s 9 in total, 
6 black, 2 white, one Irish, which I really need not 
explain. It also gives a brief lowdown on HMP wormwood 
scrubs, where 2 years ago, 27 prison pfficers went on 
trial for 122 assault charges. 45 prisoners got 1.7 
mil (pounds) payouts. Most wardors were acquitted, 
although a few were sent to jail themselves, two ot 
these deaths, (the hanging) and another one was at 

Wormwood scrubs. . ... * 

On a different note, can you send me a list or 
zines by prisoners/about prisons you have? Thanks. 

Regards, Robbie Stewart 


T he use of control units in England 
has changed from one failed thing to 
pother. The CSC (Close Supervision 
Centres} were introduced in 1998, replacing 
the old CRC (Control Review Committee) 
and CAS (Continuous Assessment 
Scheme). This change followed what is 
known as the Spurr Report, which 
provided a blueprint copy of the US-style 
Supermax' units, right down to every last 
detail, including the pink rooms. 


U.S. military jeered 

At 11 a.m. an Iraqi translator 

—,—, ---— working for the U.S. military 

stood on the roof of a Humvee 
and through a bullhorn told the 
angry accusations crowd to leave. 

Though two truckloads of de- “If y° u ^ ere ,;' ve W( 5® I re " 


I got out of prison in April 2002 but in August they put me back for making commercials calling 
— for the "END OF THE DRUG WAR" ( http://www.njweedman.com/censorshlp.htm ) 

_ It took 5 months but eventually a Federal Judge saw it was nothing but a violation of my 

RIGHT to "FREE SPEECH" and ordered me released. 


YOU DONT HAVE TO AGREE WITH ANYTHING I SAY, BUT ALL AMERICANS SHOULD SUPPORT 
MY RIGHT TO SAY IT] - SEE NJWEEDMAN DOCUMENTARY: 

http://drugpolicycentraLcom/real/njweedman.rm 


Please take the time to see the "POLITICAL-AD'S" the state of New Jersey locked me up for 5 
months for producing! 


"What happened to the 1st Amendment r 
What was so dangerous about these ad's?" 


Why doesn't the "Government" or "COMCAST 1 want these ad's seen? 

(see ads at http://www.aTh.org/heniptv/misc_weedrnan.html) - then take a look at some of 
Renews coverage this illegal imprisonment generated at: ^ 

(http://www.njweednran.com/censoc5hip.htm) and the essay I wrote from the belly of 
Babylon : (http://www.njweedman.com/letterfromburtingt!onctyja*.htm). 


There's only two kinds of truth 
Let’s get it straight from the start 


Imagine if all the boys in jail 
would get off now together 
What do vou think thev would sav 


to us 









































YOU DONT HAVE TO AGREE WITH ANYTHING I SAY, BUT ALL AMERICANS SHOULD SUPPORT 

MY RIGHT TO SAY m - SEE NJWEEDMAN DOCUMENTARY: 

http://drugpolfcYoe^ 

Please take the time to see the "POLITICAL-AD’S" the state of New Jersey locked me up for 5 
months for producing! 

"What happened to the 1st Amendment T 

What was so dangerous about these ad's?" 

Why doesn’t the "Government? or "COMCAST* want these ad's seen? 

(see ads at http:/A»wwxnhx>iW>'enH>W/in^weedman.html) - then take a took at some of 
the news coverage this Hleoal imprisonment generated at: 

(http://www.nj*»eedmanxom/censocship.htm) and the essay I wrote frojp the be#y of 

Babylon : ( http://www.njweedman.oom/letterfromburtingt)onctyjail-htm). 


There’s only two kinds of truth 
Let’s get it straight from the start 

_ It’s what you believe 

_ In your head and your heart. 

~ Van Morriso'n ~ 




Imagine if all the boys in jail 

would get off now together 

What do you think they would say to us 

while we was bein’ clever? 

~ The Clash - 
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It’s been a struggle for me to put this publication together. It’s more like a collage zine than 
a newsletter. I was ovefwhelmed with material and had trouble finding time to deal with all of 
it. So many things should be said and done, all i could do was offer a glimpse of the magnitude 


of our dilemma. Hopefully, if it reaches one, he or she will use it to teach another one! 






trial for 122 assault charges. 45 prisoners got i./ 
mil (pounds) payouts. Most wardors were acquitted, 
although a few were sent to jail themselves. Two of 
these deaths, (the hanging) and another one was at 

wormwood scrubs. . r 

on a different note, can you send me a nst or 
zines by prisoners/about prisons you have? Thanks. 

Regards, Robbie Stewart 


T he use of control units in England 
has changed from one failed thing to 
another. The CSC (Close Supervision 
Centres! were introduced in 1998, replacing 
the old CRC (Control Review Committee) 
and CAS (Continuous Assessment 
Scheme). This change followed what is 
known as the Spurr Report, which 
provided a blueprint copy of the US-style 
'supermax' units, right down to every fast 
detail, including the pink rooms. 


Angry accusations 

Though two truckloads of de¬ 
tained Iraqis would eventually 
be freed during the confusing 
events Thursday, they were not 
the men who were expected to 
be released under the amnesty, 
aggravating many in the crowd 
their loved ones. 

The angry accusations of the 
relatives underscored the gap in 
perceptions between what 
Americans say, what the Iraqis 
think they heard and what the 
Americans actually deliver. 

“With Saddam, if you left 
them alone, they left you alone. 
But the Americans take you 
away for no reason,” said Shi- 
hab, the woman who accused 
the Americans of being liars. 

She said her husband, a for- 
H mer army officer, was arrested 
in a predawn sweep of their vil¬ 
lage in September. His “crime,” 


U.S. military jeered 

At 11 a.m. an Iraqi translator 
working for the U.S. military 
stood on the roof of a Humvee 
and through a bullhorn told the 
crowd to leave. 

“If you stay here, we won’t re¬ 
lease any of them,” he said. 

The crowd jeered. 

“Nobody will be released 
here. We will take them some¬ 
where else and drop them off on 
the road,” the man with the bull- 
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back. 

“I don’t know,” the man re¬ 
plied. 

“So they will drop the prison¬ 
ers off in the streets. What kind — 
of dignity is that?” complained 
Wasan Shihab, the woman who 
came for her husband. “Is this 
Mr. Bush’s democracy?” 


she said, was pointing a gun at 
U.S. soldiers when they burst 
into the family’s house. 

“He was defending his fam¬ 
ily,” she said. 

Adnan Hashim al-Zobaee, 45, 
wore a frayed gray suit and a 
worried frown. He had come to 
Abu Ghraib hoping for the re¬ 
lease of his two brothers. 

“Did you say they will release 
only 500? My brother is number 
750113.” he said, showing an 


THE PRISONERS 
Hollow are their voices 
More lost than filled with gain 
Too many men comprise this caste 
Of wretchedness and shame. 
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~ Van Mortison - 


~ The Clash - 
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it's been a struggle for me to put this publication together. It’s more like a collage zine than 
a newsletter, i was overwhelmed with material and had trouble finding time to deal with all of 
it. So many things should be said and done, all I could do was offer a glimpse of the magnitude 
of our dilemma. Hopefully, if it reaches one, he or she will use it to teach another one! 


A mother w««ps m she s«*tc)vm unsuccessfully for her son outside Abu Ghrsib prison neer Baghdad. A promised release of detai¬ 
nees by U S. forces failed to meteriaitee Thursday, leaving Iraqis. Including relatives who had ga^edatdawnat the prison gates, 
confused and angry. The Americans are liars.' said a woman who was hoping her husband would be freed. STORY PAGE 9 
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This is'the face of U.S. “democracy." Militarized corporatism, which is the very definition of 
fascism, is what America is forcing upon the world. They've murdered tens of millions in cold 
blood for decades and keep the rest of us held hostage, needlessly suffering and dying. We’re 
in the epicenter of this madness and the prisons are ground zero. What has to happen for Earth 
to have a chance at a viable future, is a revolution of consciousness. Turn the iron houses(and 
the brick and wood ones) into schools of revoiutionl We all need genuine liberation! 

Lately, I've been impressed with the work of Tom Big Warrior, historian for the traditional 
Lenape Nation, We are Americans, orphaned from our heritages though we are, and deserve 
to feel comfortable, conceptualizing a genuinely “American” egalitarian, non-coercive, free 
society. North America hasn’t always been an extreme capitalist, consumerist nightmare! 

Through careful study of American history, we can see that before the settler invasion and 
centuries-long U.S. domestic genocide, such communities thrived, some for thousands of years! 
Taking the lessons from Native American nations offers us a truly “American” heritage to Identify 
with and fight to see realized. Thriving, norvhierachlcal societies have existed quite successfully, 
on this continent. We’re modem day natives of this land and this is Indeed our heritage, tool 
The Idea of the Red Heart Warrior Society energizes our humanity and solidarity and connects 
to.how we all feel we’re striving to accomplish. That's not to say, we must take on all the 
customs and beliefs of other cultures. But we can synthesize positive ideas into ourselves. It’s 
also the idea behind ABC. The hard to believe reality we ail face requires inclusive solidarity. 


U.S. helicopter crash in Iraq 
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the men who were expected to_ 

be released under the amnesty, 
aggravating many in the crowd 
their loved ones. 

The angry accusations of the 
relatives underscored the gap in 
perceptions between what 
Americans say, what the Iraqis 
think they heard and what the — 
Americans actually deliver. 

"With Saddam, if you left 
them alone, they left you alone. 

But the Americans take you 
away for no reason,” said Shi- 
hab, the woman who accused 
the Americans of being liars. 

She said her husband, a for- 
“i mer army officer, was arrested 
in a predawn sweep of their vil¬ 
lage in September. His "crime,” 
she said, was pointing a gun at 
U.S. soldiers when they burst 
into the family’s house. 

"He was defending his fam¬ 
ily,” she said. 

Adnan Hashim al-Zobaee, 45, — 
wore a frayed gray suit and a 
worried frown. He had come to 
Abu Ghraib hoping for the re¬ 
lease of his two brothers. 

"Did you say they will release 
only 500? My brother is number 
750113,” he said, showing an 
American journalist a worn 
~ scrap of paper with the broth- 
er’s name. 

Al-Zobaee said U.S. troops 
stormed the family’s residence 
and arrested his brothers, Za- 
man, 51, a physician, and Omar, 

35, an engineer. He said the sol¬ 
diers also took money, gold, two 

Kalashnikov rifles, die deed to_ 

their property and personal 
identity papers, including his. 

U.S. forces routinely seize as¬ 
sets that they believe could be 
used to finance the anti-coali¬ 
tion insurgency, and identity pa 
pers are taken to check against 
possible suspects. Property is 
returned if its owners are clear- U 
ed, the military says. 

"They accused us of being A1 
Qaeda, but this is crazy,” al-Zo- j 
baee said. "The Americans i 
claim Saddam had mass graves 
in Iraq, but these prisons are 
America's mass graves.” 



here. We will take them some- 
where else and drop them off on 
the road,” the man with the bull- y 
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back. 

“I don’t know,” the man re- L 
plied. 

" So they will drop the prison¬ 
ers off in the streets. What kind —- 
of dignity is that?” complained 
Wasan Shihab, the woman who t 
came for her husband. "Is this —- 
Mr. Bush’s democracy?”__ __ , 
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THE PRISONERS 
Hollow are their voices 


More lost than filled with gain 
Too many men comprise this caste 
Of wretchedness and shame. 

Their deepest thoughts compose long tears 
That flow not from their eyes 
But scourge the tunnel of their souls 
With psycho-social genocide. 


Wherefore, wherewith, wherein, whereby 
Therein they sit and feel 
Deprived of all things men desire 


And unpossessing their own wills. 

.UJ_ ! ‘ | 

April 3, 1982 


Clarence A. Taylor 




Ovwrtha past tan ytuarm the prison 
population in England and Watoa 
ha* riaan rapidly to a point where 
it la now being datertbad as 
hawing reached •ptdamio 
proportion*. Private oompantaa 
ara funding prtaona as aouroa* of 
ohaap labour. Against prison 
slavery haa sbkgad a number of 
ptokata around tha country 



































































Wilkinson’s 

CHEAP - BECAUSE WE USE SLAVE LABOUR 


STOP SLAVERY IN ARKANSAS 

TO : CITIZENS OF THE GREATSTATE OF ARKANSAS AND MEMBERS OF 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


Wilkinsons claim to be a company with a 'caring* outlook, a company ‘working in partnership 
with local communities’, a company with an ‘ethical’ view. But in contrast to their publicity 
material, the reality is that rather than offer jobs to the community Wilkinson’s prefer to use 
the slave labour of a captive non-unionised workforce in order to keep their costs low and their 
profits high. 

Slavery has NOT been abolished in Britain, behind high walls and locked 
doors it still flourishes. Working class people are being forced to toil in poor 
conditions, beyond the reach of health and safety inspectors, denied even the most 
basic employment and trade-union rights, and severely punished if they refuse to 
work. In British prisons, there have been savage cuts in education budgets over the 
past half-decade, any pretence at rehabilitating prisoners and empowering them with 
trade skills has been abandoned. They are now seen as a readily exploitable labour 
force, a Third World colony in Britain’s own backyard, cheap, non-unionised, 
available, and literally compelled to work. 

If prisoners refuse to work, or are not considered to be working hard enough, 
they are punished—placed in solitary confinement, brutalised, denied visits, having 
days added to their sentences. Private companies are making enormous profits from 
prison labour, £52.9 Million in 1999, and that figure is growing rapidly. They use it 
because it is CHEAP—prisoners may be paid less than £5 for a week’s work - and 
for prisoners there are no ‘sickies’, no holidays, no union meetings, no transport 
problems, and if there’s no work they can simply be locked back in their cells. 
Prisoners are treated as the bosses would like to treat all of us. 

Wilkinson’s are one of many companies profiting from the slave labour of 
prisoners. In Swansea prison for example, where prisoners are forced to do packing 
work for Wilkinson’s, prisoners are paid little more than £1 per day. This greedy 
company would rather use slave labour than give more work to their own workers or 
employ new ones. 

The issue of prison slavery is an issue for ALL working-class people, not 
least because it undermines workers’ pay and conditions generally. Not because 
prisoners are somehow ‘stealing’ jobs, they have absolutely no choice in the matter, 
but because companies can drive down the wages of their own employees by using 
prison labour, and it brings with it the threat of short-time and redundancies. The 
employees of Dysons, the vacuum-cleaner manufacturer, for example, were thrown 
out of work when Dysons decided to use cheap non-unionised labour in Malaysia, 
but how many Dysons’ workers knew that for some time the company had been 
using cheap, non-unionised labour at Full Sutton prison? Not surprisingly the latter- 
day slave-masters are desperate to keep their involvement secret, from their own 
employees, and from the wider public. 

The Campaign Against Prison Slavery exists to challenge and bring about an 
end to forced prison labour, and to expose the companies that exploit it. In the 21st 
Century it is high-time that slavery in all its forms was ended for good. Today we are 
here to shame Wilkinson’s. 

SAY NO TO SLAVERY - SAY NO TO WILKINSONS 

Campaign Against Prison Slavery, The Cardigan Centre, Cardigan Road, Leeds, 
LS6 1U. E-mail: againstprisonslavery@mail.com 


DATE : JANUARY20, 2003 
FROM: STOP SLAVERY IN ARKANSAS 

RE : A CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO STOP SLA VERY IN ARKANSAS 


Today, critics and apologist for the History of Slavery in America, shout and weep and de¬ 
mand justice. As it should be. But Arkansas: iVhat about the equally horrendous slavery that 
exist today, in Arkansas? 

Mostly poor, mostly Black. . All Arkansans in all city, countv and state jails or prisons 
(even our children in juvenile detention centers), are forced into slavery, today. And woe to the 
courageous souls that resist. They face loses of “ privileges. ” beatings, starvation ami extreme 
stimulus deprivation (The Hole), until they are broken. 

Slavery: Because, you are poor, Black, a drug user or prostitute, a petty thief, a crooked politi¬ 
cian or driven to murder your wife/husband. Is lose of liberty, property and loved ones not 
enough? - Must we, Arkansans, also force slavery on these poor souls? 

IbJMe Stop Slavery In Arkansas, Today, For All, For Ever, Please: 

CaR: The Governor’s Office and your local senator or state representative; 

Demand: That All Slavery in Arkansas be stopped, now; 

Organize : Stop Slavery In Arkansas, newly incorporated, is presently seeking volunteers, board 
members, officers, lobbyist and others; and Collaboration with all organizations and individu¬ 
als against slavery. Please contact us at: 

STOP SLA V~ERY IN ARKANSAS 
Attn: PhiUipM. Wheat 87971 
2501 State Farm Road 
Tucker, AR 72168*9503 

Fot£. Agaifist slavery in Arkansas, it has never rehabilitated anyone, it does not teach how to 
earn an honest living or, how to be a responsible citizen; slavery only teaches how to hate! 


HOW WOULD YOU FEEL IF 
THIS WERE YOUR SISTER? 


FOR TWENTY FOUR YEARS. I t 


A State-Wide Movement To Entf Slavery In Aricansas For Afl-for Ever 


STOP SLAVERY IN ARKANSAS 2501 STATE FARM RD. TUCKER. AR 72168-9503 


Thumbnail Sketch of the Case of Clarence Anthony Taylor (Talib Rasheed) 


At the age of nineteen. I was Involved In a robbery that resulted In a non-fatal 
w _ _ gunshot wound to a bartender. At that time the charge canted Life In prison. On October 1, 
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Statement on Safiyah 
Bukhari by Marilyn Buck 


CafiwaF Dnl/Kari ie a oiotar iutv\OA lila Kao Kaan 
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Prisoners are treated as the bosses would like to treat all of us. 

Wilkinson’s are one of many companies profiting from the slave labour of 
prisoners. In Swansea prison for example, where prisoners are forced to do packing 
work for Wilkinson’s, prisoners are paid little more than £1 per day. This greedy 
company would rather use slave labour than give more work to their own workers or 
employ new ones. 

The issue of prison slavery is an issue for ALL working-class people, not 
least because it undermines workers’ pay and conditions generally. Not because 
prisoners are somehow ’stealing’ jobs, they have absolutely no choice in the matter, 
but because companies can drive down the wages of their own employees by using 
prison labour, and it brings with it the threat of short-time and redundancies. The 
employees of Dysons, the vacuum-cleaner manufacturer, for example, were thrown 
out of work when Dysons decided to use cheap non-unionised labour in Malaysia, 
but how many Dysons’ workers knew that for some time the company had been 
using cheap, non-unionised labour at Full Sutton prison? Not surprisingly the latter- 
day slave-masters are desperate to keep their involvement secret, from their own 
employees, and from the wider public. 

The Campaign Against Prison Slavery exists to challenge and bring about an 
end to forced prison labour, and to expose the companies that exploit it. In the 21st 
Century it is high-time that slavery in ail its forms was ended for qood. Todav we are 
here to shame Wilkinson’s. 


foJMe. Stop Slavery In Arkansas, Today, For All, For Ever, Please: 


CaU: The Governor s Office and your local senator or state representative; 
Qemwnd: That All Slavery in Arkansas be stopped, now; 


OrsiB^e: Stop Slavey In Arkansas, newly incorporated, is presently seeking volunteers, board 
members, officers, lobbyist and others; and Collaboration with all organisations and individu¬ 
als against slavery. Please contact us at: ^ 


STOP SLA tERY IN ARKANSAS 
Attn: PhUlipM. Wheat 87971 
2501 State Farm Road 
Tucker, AR 72168-9503 

Fotg. Agai/ist slavery in Arkansas, it has never rehabilitated anyone, it does not teach how to 
earn an honest living or, how to be a responsible citizen; slavery only teaches how to hatef 


A State-Wide Movement To End Slavery In Aricansas For AB-for Ever 


SAY NO TO SLAVERY - SAY NO TO WILKINSONS 

Campaign Against Prison Slavery, The Cardigan Centre, Cardigan Road, Leeds, 
LS6 1LJ. E-mail: againstprisonslavery@mail.com 


STOP SLAVERY IN ARKANSAS 


HOW WOULD YOU FEEL IF 
THIS WERE YOUR SISTER? 


Thumbnail Sketch of the Case of Clarence Anthony Taylor (Talib Rasheed) 


FOR TWENTY FOUR YEARS, I have been in prison. I am a battered 
woman who survived an abusive relationship in the most terrible 
way possible. I am now a prisoner in the state penitentiary, serving 
a term of 7 years to life for my involvement in the conspiracy to kill 
my abusive husband. When I stood trial |n 1977, neither Domestic 
Violence nor Battered Woman Syndrome was even recognized. I 
was not allowed to tell the jury about the horrific abuse that my 
husband inflicted on me and the children, so of course, the jury 
convicted me of murder. The jury was never told that ! was a 
battered woman acting in defense of myself and my children. 


My life was that of a captured, tortured animal, but the real 
tragedy is not what happened to mr, it is the things that were 
done to my 3 children. My husband beat molested, raped, 
sodomized, and emotionally abused our sons and daughter from 
their very births. My inability to protect my children caused me far 
greater anguish than any pain that my husband inflicted on me. 
We ran away and hid many times, but he always found us. He told 
me that we would all die before he would ever let us go. There was 
no escape from the nightmare. 




FOR SIXTEEN YEARS, my husband punched, kicked, choked, 
tortured, and raped me. I was stabbed, assaulted with guns, 
thrown from moving cars, and terrorized dally. A bad day at work 
for my husband meant a beating for me. My husband would wake 
me in the middle of the night by pointing a loaded gun at my head 
and say, ‘Beg. bitch, beg If you want to live.’ I was so frightened of 
this man, that on one occasion, when he came into my hospital 
room, 1 actually tried to jump out of the window. 


At the age of nineteen, I was Involved In a robbery that resulted In a non-fatal 
gunshot wound to a bartender. At that time the charge carried Life in prison. On October 1, 

1977, twenty-six (26) days after the crime I was Involved In - a new penal code was enacted. 

The penalty for the crime I was charged with was reduced to a 30 year presumptive sentence. 
Under this sentence you only serve 15 years, then get “mandatory” parole. 

However, seven and a half months after defendants were getting 15 years to serve behind the 
walls, the State proceeded to give me the old Ufe sentence with no “mandatory” right to ever be 
free again. Under the October 1,1977 penal code, even murderers were given a mandatory 
parole right, as well as less time to serve than me for the quivaient of class A robbery. 

Seventeen vears after mv conviction another new code reduced the oeoattv nncin attowina 
pevpiv uiiesieu io« me cnarge i nave oerween July 1VY4 and July IYY5 TO only De required t 

oserve twelve and a half years on a 25 year preemptive. 

This year I’ll have 27 years already served with 3 more to go before I see the Parole Board 
again with no guarantees for release. The average murder defendant only served 20 years for 
the first 16 years of my Imprisonment. Why do I have no right to ever be free again when 26 days 
after my arrest, and seven and one-half months before my conviction, all murderers in this state 
were guaranteed freedom again, unless executed? How Is this possible without violating the law 
against cruel, excessive and unusual punishment? Surely, it Is unusual for a 19 year old 
defendant, who did not kill In a robbery, to receive more time than even robbers who did kill! 

In 2007, defendants arrested In July 1994 on the same charge for which 1 received Ufe, wltt be 
released in mandatory parole, having served the 25 year presumptive. Some only having 
served 71/2 years on the 15 year minimum. Myself? II still have no right to ever be free again. 
Isn’t this punishment having become a crime Hself? 


_ When my husband impregnated our 12 year old daughter, the 
children and I could stand no more. I was frantic, and this atrocity, 
after years of unrelenting torment drove me to make a terrible 
mistake. I offer no excuses for that mistake, and I live with the 
guilt every day. I do believe, however, that I have paid for it not 
only with 24 years in prison, but with blood broken bones, and the 
- ■ pain and fear that never leave me. What my children suffered and 
still endure is far beyond evaluation. 


I am not a threat to society, nor am I seeking an easy end to my 
years In prison. For women like me there will never be an easy 
end. To this very day, I always know when It Is 4:00 p.m. I don't 
have to look at my watch because the stabbing pain in my 
stomach tells me the time. The scars on my body and the grief in 
my heart will be with me until I die. 


FOR EIGHTEEN YEARS. I have been elUtibie for oarole. but the jEZUzSEi 


Talib is an extremely insightful thinker and I have worked with him on several powerful zines. 
He focuses on the psychology of criminality and how people who have been swept into the vortex of 
criminalization and incarceration can understand their dilemma and begin to realize their human 
potential. He's written a powerful book about love. His ’‘crime* is not having a few thousand dollars 
so a lawyer can secure (buy) his release, which is tragically way overdue. Had he not demonstrated 
such an aware, powerful intellect, he may have been released by now. In effect, he's a prisoner of 
his intelligence. The sadists working his gulag resent him for his awareness. For, truth is 
revolutionary and liberating. I strongly urge people to contact him and help to win him his freedom. 
Clarence A. Taylor #13606 2-56 
I.D.O.C. / P.C.F. 

P.O.Box 30 

Pendleton, Indiana 46064 Si vous souhaitez soutenir Cassidy vous pouvez parler d'eile autour 
de vous, dans vos fanzines, ou vous vouiez, vous pouvez aussi hii 


4^r»ritv» /V*n urwrlaic'l A • r*acci.li/ U/UamU. il MOOOiCZ 'I'll „ 


2501 STATE FARM RD. TUCKER. AR 72168-9503 


Statement on Safiyah 
Bukhari by Marilyn Buck 

Safiyah Bukhari is a sister whose life has been 
an example of the possibilities of change. She 
began from a world view that people suffer 
because of lack of initiative. When faced with 
the reality of Harlem, she responded, changed 
her world view and struggled to change the 
world. 

Her courage and determination were 
magnificent. As a sister political prisoner in the 
1970’s, we shared our experiences from our 
respective camps. There were moments when 
she reinforced my own will to remain steadfast, 
not to turn back to my own way out - white skin 
privilege. 

Then we were both free, both in the struggle in 
minimum security. Safiyah never lost her focus 
on the prize - national liberation and freedom for 
all political prisoners and POWs. Many people 
have come and gone in supporting the freedom 
of political prisoners and POWs, never 
Safiyah. She was a flag on the mountain and in 
the deserts. 

Her loss is devastating to me personally and I 
believe to all POWs and political prisoners. I 
hope that there will be others who step forward 
to stand in her place. She would want that I 
believe: to look out from hbr place among the 
fallen and ancestors; to smile and whisper on 
the wind, carry on the struggle, comrades. 

With love and areat resDect. 


















a term of 7 years to life for my involvement In the conspiracy to kill 
my abusive husband. When I stood trial jn 1977, neither Domestic 
_j_ Violence nor Battered Woman Syndrome was even recognized. I 
was not allowed to tell the jury about the horrific abuse that my 
husband inflicted on me and the children, so of course, the jury 
convicted me of murder. The jury was never told that I was a 
| battered woman acting in defense of myself and my children. 


FOR SIXTEEN YEARS, my husband punched, kicked, choked, 
tortured, and raped me. I was stabbed, assaulted with guns, 
thrown from moving cars, and terrorized daily. A bad day at work 
for my husband meant a beating for me. My husband would wake 
me in the middle of the night by pointing a loaded gun at my head 
and say, "Beg, bitch, beg If you want to live.' t was so frightened of 
this man, that on one occasion, when he came into my hospital 
j room, I actually tried to jump out of the window. 


My life was that of a captured, tortured animal, but the real 
tragedy is not what happened to me; it is the things that were 
done to my 3 children. My husband beat molested, raped, 
sodomized, and emotionally abused our sons and daughter from 
their very births* My inability to protect my children caused me far 
j i greater anguish than any pain that my husband inflicted on me. 
_ ■ We ran away and hid many times, but he always found us. He told 
me that we would all die before he would ever let us go. There was 
no escape from the nightmare. 


When my husband impregnated our 12 year old daughter, the 
children and I could stand no more. I was frantic, and this atrocity, 
after years of unrelenting torment, drove me to make a terrible 
mistake. I offer no excuses for that mistake, and I live with the 
guilt every day. I do believe, however, that 1 have paid for it, not 
only with 24 years In prison, but with blood broken bones, and the 
- - pain and fear that never leave me. What my children suffered and 
stiH endure is far beyond evaluation. 


I am not a threat to society, nor am I seeking an easy end to my 
years In prison. For women like me there will never be an easy 


Under this sentence you only serve 15 years, then get "mandatory” parole. 

However, seven and a half months after defendants were getting 15 years to serve behind the 
walls, the State proceeded to give me the old Ufe sentence with no "mandatory” right to ever be 
free again. Under the October 1,1977 penal code, even murderers were given a mandatory 
parole right, as well as less time to serve than me for the qutvalent of class A robbery. 

Seventeen vean after mv conviction another new code reduced the oeoattv again, aftowina 
peupie uiiesiea ich me cnarge i nave oeiween Jury i W4 and July IYY5 TO only De required t 
©serve twelve and a half years on a 25 year preemptive. 

This year I’ll have 27 years already served with 3 more to go before I see the Parole Board 
again with no guarantees for release. The average murder defendant only served 20 years for 
the first 18 years of my imprisonment. Why do I have no right to ever be free again when 25 days 
after my arrest, and seven and one-half months before my conviction, all murderers In this state 
were guaranteed freedom again, unleu executed? How is this possible without violating the law 
against cruel, excessive and unusual punishment? Surely, It is unusual for a 19 year old 
defendant, who did not kBI In a robbery, to receive more time than even robbers who did kllU 
In 2007, defendants arrested In Juty 1994 on the same charge for which I received Ufe, will be 
released in mandatory parole, having served the 25 year presumptive. Some only having 
served 71/2 year* on the 15 year minimum. Myself? I’H still have no right to ever be free again. 
Isn’t this punishment having become a crime itself? 

Talib is an extremely insightful thinker and I have worked with him on several powerful zines. 
He focuses on the psychology of criminality and how people who have been swept into the vortex of 
criminalization and incarceration can understand their dilemma and begin to realize their human 
potential. He's written a powerful book about love. His "crime* is not having a few thousand dollars 
so a lawyer can secure (buy) his release, which is tragically way overdue. Had he not demonstrated 
such an aware, powerful intellect, he may have been released by now. In effect, he's a prisoner of 
his intelligence. The sadists working his gulag resent him for his awareness. For, truth is 
revolutionary and liberating. I strongly urge people to contact him and help to win him his freedom 
Clarence A. Taylor *13505 2-5B 
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By Anonymous 

Taken from Free Battered Women: 
www.freebatteredwomen.org 


THE 

BLACK 

BRIGADE 


C/O ThoHrnU Haart Warrior 

P.O. Box 4362 
Allentown, PA 
18105 






Contre la prison, 
et toutes les prisons I 
SOYONS SOLID AIRES U! 


end. To this vefy day, I always know when It Is 4:00 p.m. I don't I.D.O.C. / P.C.F. 

have to look at my watch because the stabbing pain in my da 

stomach tells me the time. The scars on my body and the grief in ^ 

my heart will be with me until i die. Pendleton, Indiana 45054 


Si vous soukaitez soutenir Cassidy vous pouvez parler d'elle autour 
dc vous, dans vos fanzines, ou vous voulez, vous pouvez aussi hii 
5crire (en anglais) k : Cassidy Wheeler $ 14282456, 777 Stanton 
blvd, Ontario, OR 97914 - 8335, USA. Et / ou lui envoyer un peut 
d’argent (afip qu’elle puisse se nourrir d&emment, se laver et 
entretenir sa correspondence avec rext6rieur) en billets super bien 
caches, ou par ordre baneaire & : Cassidy Wheeler c/o Chantel 
Guidry, Po box 1483, Lawrence, KS 66044, USA. Si vous ne parlez 
pas anglais et que vous voulez soutenir Cassidy, vous pouvez envoyer 
vos souscriptions k : LouamKounnaret. Antchuberroa. rue Gainekoa. 
64 250 Canibo. 


FOR EIGHTEEN YEARS, I have boon eligible for parole, but the 
Board of Prison Terms refuses to take my circumstances into 
consideration and release me. I present no risk to the community: 
It is only tee nature of my crime that prevents my release. 
Domestic Violence and Battered Woman Syndrome were not 
recognized or understood when this case was tried, so tee Board 
of Prison Terms will not consider It now. 


FORTY YEARS, is long enough to suffer, and you can help to end 
this awful Injustice. Act now. Tell the Board of Prison Terms, 
and/or your elected representatives in the California Legislature 
that you support parole anchor clemency for all battered woman 
incarcerated in California today. 


THE WOMAN WHO HAS ENDURED THIS NIGHTMARE FOR FORTY 
YEARS COULD BE YOUR SISTER. YOUR MOTHER, YOUR 
DAUGHTER 11 


G 


began from a world view that people suffer 
because of lack of initiative. When faced with 
the reality of Harlem, she responded, changed 
her world view and struggled to change the 
world. 

Her courage and determination were 
magnificent. As a sister political prisoner in the 
1970’s, we shared our experiences from our 
respective camps. There were moments when 
she reinforced my own will to remain steadfast, 
not to turh back to my own way out - white skin 
privilege. 

Then we were both free, both in the struggle in 
minimum security. Safiyah never lost her focus 
on the prize - national liberation and freedom for 
all political prisoners and POWs. Many people 
have come and gone In supporting the freedom 
of political prisoners and POWs, never 
Safiyah. She was a flag on the mountain and in 
the deserts. 

Her loss is devastating to me personally and I 
believe to ail POWs and political prisoners. I 
hope that there will be others who step forward 
to stand in her place. She would want that I 
believe: to look out from her place among the 
fallen and ancestors; to smile and whisper on 
the wind, carry on the struggle, comrades. 

With love and great respect, 

Marilyn Buck 
FCI Dublin 


Marilyn Buck Denied 
Parole! 

Political prisoner Marilyn Buck made her first 
appearance before the parole board on September 
8, 2003. She was denied parole. She was given 
what is called a "15-year hit", meaning that she is 
not eligible to re-appear for another 15 years. She 
was very strong and articulate in the hearing and 
continues to inspire us with her dedication and 
principles. 

Write to: 

Marilyn Buck 
#00482-285, Unit B, 

5701 8th St, Camp Parks, 

Dublin, California 94568. 

Outside contact: 

Friends of Marilyn Buck 
1540 Market #490, 

San Francisco, CA 94102 
fombuck®yahoo. com 
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Report From the Lawrence Anarchist Black Cross 10-01-03 

i ... * 

Prisoner Updates 

I l _" ' 

Lawrence ABC supports at least 20 prisoners across the country. This support includes sending letters, 

! - funds, zmes, books. The Abolitionist , and printed e-mails. 

We have lent $200 for a typewriter and supplies to Missouri Prisoners Labor Union president Jerome 
White-Bey. We are currently raising money to get a typewriter for Potosi prisoner Tim Jones. 

We provide ongoing financial support for the family of Pennsylvania death row inmate Jimmy Dennis 

- L-ABC is in the process of helping MPLU member Samuel Taylor financially and legally. 

We are working with the University of Kansas Queers & Allies group to help in the release of Matthew 
Limon, a young Kansas man in prison for having consensual gay sex. 

L-ABC is providing ongoing financial and emotional support for Anarchist prisoner Cassidy Wheeler who 
is being held in Oregon. 


General Updates 

In the four months leading to the April l" vote, Lawrence ABC ran a campaign encouraging Lawrence 
residents to vote against a bond issue which would have given $60 million to the DLR Group. This group 
wa* contracted by the Lawrence school district to do construction work on the condition that a $60 million 
bond issue was passed by the Lawrence voting population. 

The DLR Group is responsible for a number of inhumane and disgusting incarceration units for both adult 
and youth offenders. Among these institutions are a number of Super Max prisons, designed to destroy a 
persons psychological health; units which house both adults and youth in the same buildings- and a 
penitentiary m Missouri which they boasted as having a "no warning lethal electric fence ” 

The campaign consisted of distributing over 1,000 handbills to people in the neighborhoods of Lawrence 
canvassing door to door, speaking at rallies, writing letters to the editors of local newspapers, and posting 
flyers. The DLR group was defeated by a very narrow vote. It is impossible to say exactly how many 
votes we swayed, but it’s safe to say that even the narrowest margin helped defeat the bastards. 

We have published three issues of our newsletter. The Abolitionist. Some topics included in the first issue 
ww wiring to prisoners do's and d° n, ts. The second issue was focused on women in prison Topics in 
issue #3 included women on death row, Midwestern prisoners, and an update on the Angola 3. Each issue 
includes prisoner contact information. We hope future issues will contain more writings from prisoners 

Lawrence ABC is raising money to get typewriters to those who need them in the American gulags This is 
an ongoing project and we will continue to raise hinds for typewriters 

Copies of the National Prisoner Resource List and the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans. & Two-Spirit 
Prisoner Resource List were acquired from the Prison Book Program in Boston. We made copies of these 
resource lists and sent them to prisoners and supporter^. 

L ?^f nc * 1 ABC * n « ** U P to supply books to prisoners, we receive many such requests In 
Au^st we produced a postcard containing contact information about groups doing books-to-prisoners 
w or k. These cards w»e sem to prisoners and supporters 

koll'rMritrrcommunity events including the Great Plains Anarchist Network Caucus 
March, the KU Greens Tending Our Gardens event, the Lawrence May Day Hf fr n it Km . the 

S^OCta^roJ * h0W ’ ofRevolution ««sale, and the University of Kansas Organizations for 


Mcmhpr.f of I juvronr* ADP _> 
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Statement / Update from Boston ABC 

, ir ,„ It < ne ® d not aald that we condemn the acts of State Terrorism manifested In 
JPfvK™? 1 ^ , anyone witnessed the ordeal, and for all of us who watched helplessly, 

the Miami Massacre will forever be burned Into our memories. The numerous 
photographs of State Storm Troopers armed with lethal topof-thellne weaponry while 
concealing their Identity are inaYc.n»<to i» weaponry wane 

We have been witnessing the rising trend of the para-militarization of the police 
°I er n .'? e laat decade. Many of us have either not noticed this trend or choseto 
ignore it. l&ujy others recognized the trend, but brushed It ofT as an “activist- concern. 
SfiLiT 103 ^ state Terrorism and para-mllltarlzatlon of local police agencies la one that 
affects us all - regardless of whether we Identify as “activists" or not. If the State does 
not car© about such, terminology, neither can we. 

The monopoly of force cannot remain a monopoly. Power cannot remain 

literally depend on It. General Thomas Pranks recently 
spoke of the failures of the Constitution,” and the need for martial law a “military 
form of government. This Is real. We are not far away from State Storm Trooners 
routinely patrolling our neighborhoods. These people receive military training, are 
armed with lethal semi-automatic assault rifles, and are Instructed not to display 
badges. The lack of identification Is a lack of accountability. We have already begun to 
see this manifested locally In Boston. uog 

The Anarchist Hack Cross Is a double-edged sword. It’s mission Is a twopronged 
attack. Prison abolition and prisoner solidarity is one aspect of this mission Once the 
State has Imprisoned our comrades, this Is the path we must take. Our second tactic, 
one that Is sometimes forgotten. Is that of Defense. We must build up networks 
dedicated to defending ourselves, our friends and lovers, our and our 

community. Boston ABC has done precisely this. We have established the Boston 
Anarchist Black Cross Defense Caucus to deal with everyday hostilities - both political 
and non-polltlcal. 

In addition, Boston ABC has organized a number of “know your rlghtsT teach-ins 
Jll ^edbled to engage :In a Joint teach-in with the National Lawyers Guild during 
the coming Antl-Capltallst Consults In February to prepare for the Democratic 
p^!r 0n ^? 0 ?^ en i ;10n ’ wlUoh w F„ be turning our fair city Into a police-state this coming 
TW® Ju ft9? a “fP 001 Boston ABC’s organizing with the Bl(A)ck Tea Society 
at- f^,° d nHn 4 ^S U ? 1 ' com w ^ oh 18 the ^ hoc anti-authoritarian coalition planning 
to resist the DNC. We have also begun consolidating our pamphlets into an electronic 

coLLecLLves Sr m e ‘ Ubrar7 WU1 facilitate literature transfers between ABC 

While continuing these projects, along with our dedication to regular letter writing 
socials and Prison-Abolition teach-ins, the Boston ABC defense Caucus will attempt to 
^r^I e .K he , ® k ? l8 ,“!f 1 experience necessary to reduce the possibility of arrest and thus 
reduce the load of letters we must write in the future. The decentralized nature of 
I® ““ethlng Boston ABC feels very strongly about, and so such a tactic 
must remain locally concentrated for now. However, we Invite all ABC collectives to 
discuss locally the Issues addressed here to draw their own conclusions. 

Help Prisoners Help Themselves - Support Your Local Books to Prisoners Program! 

Turn prison Into your university.’' ~ Sundlatl Acoli 


... ^ .^ rea ^ P 1 ^ 301161 * 8 ©re quality reading materials. Many prisons do not have 

libraries and those with libraries usually have a limited selection of books. Many 
prisons do not allow family and friends to mail books to prisoners. Many prisons only 
PUbilahers or bookstores. Because of these circumstances, 
prisoners, especially indigent ones, are extremely limited In their ability to receive 
reading material from the outside. One solution to thin problem are books to prisoner 
programs. We encourage all anti-authoritarian prisoner support activists to support 

^ iflone ^ Pf 0 ^^ any way you can. What follows is a brief explanation of 
how {he Prison Bpok Program In Boston oper^es, along with a few ways you can 


support this Important kind of work. 

too^^t.h P rIaoner8 who wrote directly to the bookstore and requested 

We Wan } 6d 10 8911(11)00118 to their loved onesta prison. 

literacy_and access to reading materials are oruolai for the 

















bond issue was passed by the Lawrence voting population. 

The DLR Group is responsible for a number of inhumane and disgusting incarceration units for both adult 
and youth "offenders.’' Among these institutions are a number of Super Max prisons, designed to destroy a 
person’s psychological health; units which house both adults and youth in the same buildings; and a 
penitentiary m Missouri which they boasted as having a "no warning lethal electric fence 

The campaign consisted of distributing over 1,000 handbills to people in the neighborhoods of Lawrence 
canvassing door to door, speaking at rallies, writing letters to the editors of local newspapers, and posting 
flyers. The DLR group was defeated by a very narrow vote. It is impossible to say exactly how many 
votes we swayed, but it's safe to say that even the narrowest margin helped defeat the bastards. 

We have published three issues of our newsletter. The Abolitionist. Some topics included in the first issue 
were writing to prisoners do’s and donts. The second issue was focused on women in prison. Topics in 
issue #3 included women on death row, Midwestern prisoners, and an update on the Angola 3. Each issue 
includes prisoner contact information. We hope feture issues will contain more writings from prisoners. 

Lawrence ABC is raising money to get typewriters to those who need them in the American gulags. This is 
an ongoing project and we will continue to raise fends for typewriters. 


Copies of the National Prisoner Resource List and the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, & Two-Spirit 
Prisoner Resource List were acquired from the Prison Book Program in Boston. We made copies of these 
resource lists and sent them to prisoners and supporter^. 

Although Lawrence ABC is not set up to supply books to prisoners, we receive many such requests. In 
Au^ist we produced a postcard containing contact information about groups doing books-to-prisoners 
. These cards were sent to prisoners and supporters. 

We tave been tabling at various community events including the Great Plains Anarchist Network Caucus 
March * ^ G ! ecns jl cnding 0111 Gardens evcnt > toe Lawrence May Day celebration, the 
SodJ*Change Fair * h ° W ’ ^ of Revolu,ion sa]e - “ d the University of Kansas Organizations for 

Members of Lawrence ABC have also begun volunteering with the Leonard Peltier Defense Committee. 

From August 8-10,2003 the Break the Chains conference was held in Eugene, Oregon. In response to the 
proposed goal area #5, Lawrence Anarchist Black Cross has compiled an organizing \Ve are 

sending rttogroups who have expressed interest in forming ABC chapters. Items contained in the packet 
mdude ABCN conUct h “« nd Proposed points of unity, prisoner contact information, envelopes, and 
Our website fwww.kansasanarchist.net/A Baabc.html is in the process of being updated. 

, BTC article for ABCN #3 

!o h r^a^Z^^ ^ ^ and Break the Chains is just now beginning 

J norr J* rou0no ' B 1 ” because the conference was such a large part of this veer’s work i d like to 

Sre Z’iS minn 6 ^ V* '' d "5“ to ho «^ d ' «" J,e ££ 

£ *** day * Whe " 1 r8al * ™ d0 »- ^en, 


dearty advertised bathrooms for trans-gendered folks and they were somehow 
forgotten. I feel that this was a great failure in the conference organizing In addition where were the Deooie 

b6CaUSe myj ° baS " »nbredsta«y is net to organize a 
^MteSe'lto and *° cha#en9e and ottw "•»«• folks on their 

r. jap:: 

an aflfrTac,st training, saying that we had “plenty of native folks/ 
oft ® ken, ? n 9’ 1 toink many white anarchists really need to think about how 
to®y a PProP n «te frw” indigenous peoples. Just because we claim to believe in armed struggle doesn’t make 

oS^? an the **** 9Uy n0Xt d °° r ^ aystals and a dream catcher hanging fi3the mirror of his 


Overall, confewiw reviews have been positive but still, some folks have complained that there were not 

am taldnfl 1 tWnk *** complaint is ^ marginalizing, I’d like to acknowledge that I 

am taking it seriously. That sakJ....can any one offer up some names of anarchists that they would have liked 

* PliS ? n C0nfera " C6? Not an anarchist conference, a prison conference. It has also been 
suggested that our conference put numerous Marxists on a pedestal, “beyond criticism ’ 


We are scheduled to engage In a Joint teach-in with the National Lawyers Guild during 
the coining Anti-Capitalist Consults in February to prepare for the Democratic 
National Convention, which will be turning our fair city Into a police-state this coining 
July, This is Just one aspect of Boston ABC’s organizing with the Bl(A)ck Tea Society 
contact: nodnc04^ush.com which is the ad hoc anti-authoritarian coalition planning 
to resist the DNC. We have also begun consolidating our pamphlets Into an electronic 
library in hopes that such an e-llbrary will facilitate literature transfers between ABC 
collectives In the future. 

While continuing these projects, along with our dedication to regular letter writing 
socials and Prison-Abolition teach-ins, the Boston ABC defense Caucus will attempt to 
provide the akhlsand experience necessary to reduce the possibility of arrest and thus 
reduce the load of letters we must write In the future. The decentralized nature of 
our Network Is something Boston ABC feels very strongly about, and so such a tactic 
must remain locally concentrated for now. However, we Invite all ABC collectives to 
discuss locally the Issues addressed here to draw their own conclusions 


Help Prisoners Help Themselves - 8upport Your Local Books to Prisoners Programl 
Turn prison Into your university.” ~ Sundlatl Acoll 


^ great need of prisoners are quality reading materials. Many prisons do not have 
libraries and those with libraries usually have a limited selection of books. Many 
prisons do not allow family and friends to mail books to prisoners. Many prisons only 
allow books directly from publishers or bookstores. Because of these circumstances, 
prisoners, especially indigent ones, are extremely limited in their ability to receive 
reading material from the outside. One solution to this problem are books to prisoner 
programs. We encourage all anti-authoritarian prisoner support activists to support 
books to prisoner programs in any way you can. What follows Is a brief explanation of 
how J»hp Prjpon Bpok Program In Boston oper^es, along with a few ways you can 
support this Important irir>ri of work. 

Q . Prison Book Program was conceived of by members of the Red Book 

a rad f cal bookstore, in Boston, Massachusetts. The collective recognized the 
SoC .,™ Pobtlcal books inside prison through their ^ 
were doing time, from prisoners who wrote directly to the bookstore and reauested 
books, and through customers who wanted to send books to their loved ones In 'orison. 

b ? Ue / e that »nd access to reaS£j^dSfS^Se 

personal, spiritual and political development of all people. With 8 million Deonle locked 
up In our nation’s federal and state prisons and local jails, and with educational 

CUt ’ the need for o^i^ce^^v^LTeater 

5Xmd 0n ^ 1001 provan t0 help prevent P^Ple from returalngtoprison • 

ietters from prisoners requesting books, our 


listing the books we’re sending, so If they don’t receive their books they can write us 
back and say “Heyl I didn’t get the Autobiography of Malcolm X.’ We can then search 
to see ir it was returned, censored, etc. Twice a year we have a 24 hour packathon 
where we are open for 84 hours straight and do nothing but catch up with our 
backlog of requests. Because most prisons only allow books from publishers or 

^W/oaUiaoca/^^ LUCy Paraons formerly the Red Book Store. 

Each Books to Prisoners program works differently. But each always needs books 
donated, especially dictionaries, African-American, Latino/a and Native American 
history and studies, GED books, and more. Each always needs money for stamps, 
packing materials, printing costs, rent, telephone bills, etc. Just a few ideas for support 
are: put on a benefit show with local bands and have the admission price be a couple 
bucks, books or a book of stamps. Find out what kind of books your local books to 
prisoners group needs and hold a book drive at your local bookstore, college or 
community center. Volunteer with your local group and read the amazing letters that 
prisoners send in. 


For more Information about books to prisoners programs, drop a note to: 
Attn Debbie - Prison Book Program ~ 110 Arlington St. ~ Boston, MA 08116 
617-483-6898 lnfodprisonbookprogram.org 



Prisoners are not political 
martyrs but continue to be an 
integral part of the opposition 
movement. Our assistance to 
Prisoners self-education 
manifests itself through 
providing books, publications 
and newspapers subscriptions. 
Our publishing section insures 
their written perspectives are 
circulated as widely as possible 
through production of zines and 
pamphlets. 


illegal convicting of murdering a 
prison guard.'.v • 
WerNght for freedom of not 


Albert Woodfox and until 
recently Robert Kino Wllkerson 
have been held in the harshest 
of circumstances at Louisiana's 
L. S. P. (L a s t SI a v e PI a n t at lo n) 
Angola. Despite their situation 
both continue to be active while 
struggling to overturn their 
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only these two Comrades but for 
also all Political' Prisoners Wa 






















From August 8-10,2003 the Break the Chains conference was held in Eugene, Oregon. In response to the 
proposed goal area #5, Lawrence Anarchist Black Cross has compiled an organizing ytdM We are 
sending it to groups who have expressed interest in forming ABC chapters. Items contained in the pyi™» 
^ nclude ABCN conUct “d proposed points of unity, prisoner contact information, envelopes, and 

Our website fwww kansasanarchist.net/ ABC/abc.html is in the process of being updated. 

BTC article for ABCN *3 

c °P ,ermcetook place ' and Break Chains is just now beginning 
to return to a normal roUine. But because the conference was such a large part of this year's work. I’d like to 

coUediw membere'ta ^ir^thtatoi^if Ttf 1 '’*' M “5® to ” yhow P roud 1 •"> of myself and the other 

«yX^ d8y * Whe " ' r6ally th ° U8ht ' *®"' 

f^'f rtis8d bathrooms far hans-gendered folks and they were somehow 
t j? s wa * a °I eat ^ ure , 1 " m ® oonforsnce organizing. In addition, where were the people 
pohtTwftMdtSS S^ nt tiuj qU ?* tt | 0n aS ^' n9 myseffl Whefe ar ® th « P~ple of color? But at some 

mSSi 1becaus6 my,obasan artRads » aHy “ notto W9 » niz ® a 

l J?J'®®f l ‘ k '". heard v “f®* |!®® rd and to challenge myself and other white folks on their 
own privilege. So. the real question should be "Where was our anti-racist training?" At a conference focused 
W JSd staterepression . shouldn't race and privilege be at the forefront of discussion? My 

bUt T S “ flor ««»Point out that we were missing a heavy duty antwadsm 
° P Wltt ’ toe dangers of a prison abolitionist movement with whites in the spotlight Some 

0 1 th< ! n ° b ?!^ an anti-racist training, saying that we had "plenty of native folks." 
Without getting into the particulars of tokening, I think many white anarchists reaily need to think about how 

^„ a Jh2£!fh fr T 1 '!iS® nolJS P^P* 08 ' Just because we claim to believe in armed struggle doesn't make 
us any better than the white guy next door with crystals and a dream catcher hanging from the minor of his 
camry. Got me? 

Overall conference reviews have been positive but still, some folks have complained that there were not 

a ET2 lBr P r ^ tef ^ J Whae 1 think ** ^P* 3 * 1 * '* self marginalizing. I'd like to acknowledge that I 
am taking it seriously. That said....can any one offer up some names of anarchists that they would have liked 
to nave seen at a prison conference? Not an anarchist conference, a prison conference. It has also been 
suggested that our conference put numerous Marxists on a pedestal, ‘beyond criticism.’ 

Interestingly, while Break the Chains did invite several setf-prodaimed Marxists to present, over 75% of the 
conference presenters are without political affiliation and the other 25% are roughly split between Anarchists 
and Communists and none of our speakers are beyond criticism, ever. 

bein ,? ° Ver ’ BTC coU ® cth/e 18 revamping itself and getting ready for another rainy, 
Eugene winter. We now have an office space at the Grower's Market building, and we're confident this will 
help us become more organized and inclusive in our efforts. 

,n a ^™ t °^ > T. esp P n ? ence ’ maintainin g our list-serves and website, tabling and doing grunt work, some 
recent BTC activities include: hosting American Indian prison abolition activists, Stormy Ogden and Chrystos 
for a senesof events about Native people in prison and the connection between prisons and colonialism, 
mese events took place on October 13th & 14th. We organized these events In collaboration with the 
University of Oregon and Lane Community College Multi-Cultural Center groups. WeVe also done 
plantations on prison issues at various community events, and as always we're trying to form alliances 
with proactive groups and strengthen our ties \Mth those who are already our allies. 

V ”;"i V \ ' 

In the future. we Intend to revamp our correspondence projects. We are starting a birthday project with the 
aim of compiling a list of birthdays for all political and revolutionary prisoners [so people can send them 
cards and gilts when their special day comes around). We also have plans to initiate a new series of 
campaigns to strengthen support for Jeff 'Free’ Luers, and, perhaps mostly importantly, we’ll be helping 
Thomas Tripp adjust to life on the outside when he is released from prison later this month [after having 
spent years in Oregon prisons for both non-political and political activities). Of course, we will continue to 
support the Children of the River, Eddie Hatcher, Brian McCarvill, Sara Olson, Richard Williams, and others 

Please contact us if you have any questions, suggestions, comments, or concerns. We’re always happv to 
hear from like-minded Individuals. 

Lily for the BTC collective, November, 2003 

Break the Chains, PO Box 12122, Eugene, OR 97440 
breakthechaJne02gyahoo.com / http://www.brealcthechaine.net 


a#tfEL 0niy t<X>1 proven t0 help P 1 * 07 ^ people from returning to prison 

We meet twice weekly to read letters from prisoners requesting books, our sr*.tirmoi 
xTisonera - --— -» • 


listing the books we're s ending , so if they don't receive their books they *»-**** write us 
back and say “Heyt I didn't get the Autobiography of Malcolm X. m We can then search 
to see if it was returned, censored, etc. Twice a year we have a 24 hour packathon 
where we are open for 24 hours straight and do nothing but catch up with our 
backlog of requests. Because most prisons only allow books from publishers or 
bookstores, we are sponsored, by the Lucy Parsons Center, formerly the Red Book Store, 
http://oat.tao.ca/~luoyparsons/ 

Bach Books to Prisoners program works differently. But each always needs books 
donated, especially dictionaries, African-American, Latino/a and Native American 
history and studies, GED books, and more. Bach always needs money for stamps, 
packing materials, printing costs, rent, telephone bills, etc. Just a few ideas for support 
are: put on a benefit Show with local bands and have the admission price be a couple 
bucks, books or a book of stamps. Find out what kind of books your local books to 
prisoners group needs and hold a book drive at your local bookstore, college or 
community center. Volunteer with your local group and read the amusing letters that 
prisoners send in. 

For more information about books to prisoners programs, drop a note to: 

Attn: Debbie ~ Prison Book Program ~ 110 Arlington St. ~ Boston, MA 02116 
617-423-3298 infodprisonbookprogrfiun.org 
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martyrs but continue Fo be an 
integral part of the opposition 
movement. Our assistance to 
Prisoners self-education 
manifests itself through 
providing books, publications 
and newspapers subscriptions. 
Our publishing section insures 
their written perspectives are 
circulated as widely as possible 
through production of zines and 
pamphlets. 

Of the world's Political 
Prisoners few have;been held as 
long as the Angola 3. For over 
thirty years Herman Wallace, 


Albert Woodfox and untli 
recently Robert King Wilkerson 
have been held In the harshest 
of circumstances at Louisiana's 
L.S.P. (Last Slave Plantation) 
Angola. Despite their situation 
both continue to be active while 
struggling to overturn their 
illegal convicting of murdering a 
prison ' 

-fpr- treedom bf not 
only thesci twq Comrades but for 
2 *sojitl. PoHttefeBitsabars, We 
declare that 3a«Ye*i! Is Enough: 
its time to bring them home and 
abolish the mass imprisonment 
industry. 



ZINES / PUBLICATIONS 
WE PRODUCE AND DISTRIBUTE 

Chain Reaction: Unshackling Captive Minds 

is a self produced Anarchist zlne that comes straight out of the 
Texas gulag. 

Focuses on building solidarity between'class war Prisoners and 
working class people In the so called free world. By doing this the 
Chain Reaction Collective prints articles by Prisoners that discuss 
political theory, opinion, and debate, they also normally have a 
section dedicated entirely to Political Prisoners called ABC Report 

DD ?e^ic r J& tions are $2 per <* uarter * 8 P«r year FREE TO 
PRISONERS 

Chain Reaction Collective P.O. Box 501 Whlteface, TX79379 

Captive Voices: 

Prison Is slavery! Slaves of the World Unite 

is produced from behind the walls of Texas. Captive Voice:*; focus 
is as its slogan states to unite all Imprisoned slaves by recognizing 
that the effort to abolish prisons is to first link arms with those it 
affects the most; Those in prison. 

Captive Voice supplies updates on Prisoners world wide allows 
Prisoners to expose the conditions of prison life, political ideals 
and legal advice. 

PRISONER!** 00 * ar ° * 2 per quar,er * 8 P®c year FREE TO. 
Austin ABC P.0, Box 084261 Austin, TX 78768-4201 
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Goals 


The following is a list of goals that came out of a discussion breakout session during the Break 
the Chains Conference, held In Eugene, OR, August 0-10,2003. It is neither complete nor 
representative of the ABCN as a whole, and reiterates many points spelled out in 'A New Draft 
Proposal for an Anarchist Black Cross Network, "it is merely a starting point proposed by ABCN 
members present at the BTC Conference. 

1. Short-term and political 

• Adopt ABCN Proposal 

• Plan next year's conference. 

• Newsletter (bi-annually) 

2. Common Work 

• Supporting various campaigns around specific prisoners and local projects 

• Focus on wider issues, such as women and gender in relation to 
incarceration 

3. Communication 

• Methods-phone communication and correspondence via mail between 
groups 

• Meetings-regional as well as national gatherings regularly 

• Electronic-tightening up list-serves, limiting list-serve participation to only 
those individuals affiliated with active network collectives, using the 
rapid/emergency response list-serve as it was intended, assisting with 
local website creation, updating the network website and providing a 
current and comprehensive listing of all active network-affiliated ABC 
groups. 

• Print/Literature-for internal communication and for local report backs (6 
per year,’per collective) as well as for outreach, both behind and outside 
the walls. 

4. Outreach 

• Building ties within our communities (with active groups and with families 
of those incarcerated) 

• Keeping prisoners involved in communications 

• Establishing a more “home-base" feel for the prisoners we work with 

• Finding meaningful ways for traveling comrades to maintain membership 
with the network. 

5. Assisting the formation of new ABC collectives 

• Providing resource guides and address lists 

• Providing continuing help for new collectives on issues regarding internal 
process as well as organization and outreach in their communities 

P. O. Box 13 109028 Moscow Russia - 

(please do not write name of the group to envelope) 

c»4k“iTK)skva@avt©nom.org 

http://avtjonom.ong/a4k/ 

Here is our introductionary text slightly revised. 

If you are going to publish something in ABB please use 
this version. 

Anarchist Black Cross of Moscow 

After heated years 1905-1907 thousands of anarchists and 
socialists Were sent to labour camps and exile, first groups of 
Anarchist Black Cross (until 1919 called Anarchist Red Cross) 
were founded 1906 to support them. Organisationa became 


Greetings from the Gulf Coast! 

Our collective has been up to the usual business, that is, mostly prisoner correspondence. 

We continue to work with many prisoners that are dealing with issues of health and medical 
neglect, such as not receiving treatment for Hepatitis C or not getting proper meats 
(vegetarians and diabetics, for example.) We look forward to.worklng on the proposed Health 
on the Inside network. This New Hampshire-based Initiative plans to educate prisoners 
effectively on personal health care Issues, as well as research and archive stories of prisoners’ 
health and sickness. Also, athe time of this writing, we have a benefit show In the works to raise 
funds for the ABC Network. 

In Solidarity, the Houston ABC Collective 


Building a Nation: Anarchist People 
of Color Conference 2003 in Detroit 


ru. eumarai ju-i ao people or color came together October 3-5, 2003, at Wayne State University in Detroit 

n£«?inn f USA ’ f ° r the r fSt An , a f Chl f t ** eop,e of Cok>r conferenc «- T1i« event was empowering, enriching and 
liberating for so many of us waiting for an event like this. y 8 


7,, -.— ’ —. . .1^" Wl Hiuiviuu*! rrom a cultural or racial minoritv aroun within a 

national territory who identifies as an anti-authoritarian or anarchist Martin Sostre is one of the best-known 
people of color n contemporary history to articulate anarchist politics, as was Kuwasi Balagoon Aside from 
these, major anti-authoritarian figures of color have been scarce. 9 


m< ? em , ent , ,s “ niqu t e and decentralized. It is hard to estimate how mar^ people call themselves 

^lhf« ° Uf ^ J nd 90a,S has becn equa,,y dlfflcu,t - Some of us come to radical 

politics from deeply cultural backgrounds. Others were politicized in white-led subcultures and movements 
and are embracing their ethnic identities. There were many political tendendes represented 


Wien this conference was proposed last year, there were doubts such an event would draw as many as we did 
After all, with the exception of the Anarchist People of Color email list and two or three collectives the 
presence of people of color within the anarchist movement is hard to quantify. The event was the first of Its 
kind in North America and, possibly, the world. At no time In contempt^hlstorTh^TpSple S ?otor 
conference come together organized around the idea of anarchism as a movement and a means of unity The 
impact on each person cannot be underestimated. 1 ne 


The event opened October 3 with positive vibes and enthusiasm. We welcomed attendees from, among other 
areas, Chicago Los Angeles, New York City. Philly, DC, Portland, many Texas cities,^ns« Chy Ph^nlx 
BaWmore, North Carolina, Kansas, Brazil, Mexico and Canada. We registered about 75 people In the courseof 
H°IcV f° nferer \ c * °P« n,n fl- Racially, our attendees seemed to come from many backgrounds. People 
m r S" ft8tnl * d ' follom* by Arabs. South Asians, people indigenous 

to North America (Native Americans as well as Mexlcanos, Puerto Ricans, Central Americans, et al.) and people 
whose backgrounds crossed all areas of the Asian Diaspora. Typically, anarchist conferences are 
rma“ are part of a punk subculture. Here, we had our share of punks, but also 


A conscious and, in some circles, controversial, decision was made early to solely allow attendance of people 
of color, and ask whites to not attend. The reasons for doing this - including the futility of holding a people of 
color conference that whites could potentially dominate in attendance and change the course of, even If 
unintentionally — seemed ahviout ilitlmaf»ky it tummA mi* »n u. *u. .i.l* _■■ i,__■ _ . j ’ n .. 


. ,. . . - ■ *e«n«d obvious. Ultimately. It turned out to be the right call. Many people said they Anally 

Sfnn k 0 tar.H X fc e A th * l I* hou * ht * «£ * h "« **P«riences With other people of cotorVend not worry about 
being Isolated for them. The nature of dialogues seemed to change considerably. 


Workshops began on Saturday. The morning plenary session allowed attendees the chance to introduce 
themselves and talk about their work. Virtually all the pre-registrants noted they were interested in connecting 
with others, and our wonderful Detroit hosts assured that time was there for Informal discussions. 9 


Conference attendees were relied on as our volunteers. Prior to the discussion, some in the conference 
organizing had decided white allies would help with conference tasks. However, It was later decided to ask 
attendees to volunteer instead. The message of whites patrolling an area of people of color, as well was a 
little surreal. To be fair, many white allies came out in support of the conference However, in xhTaZZw 
wanted to depend on ourselves for basics like registration and security, and did. Ultimately, this sent a strong 
message and people gravitated to fill conference needs. 9 


Threats of violence aimed at conference attendees (issued in places like the racist Storm Front message board) 
never happened, thankfully. 


““^ *“*"“*** ** w th * women s-only workshop was really an empowering experience, where women had the 
opportunity to open up about various Issues speclAcally pertaining to women of color. In fact, an extra session 
and two list-serves came out of the original workshop. 


C * t y 1 * 1 fr ° r " San Antonio reportedly did a great presentation on the Issue of fighting police on the attack 
































P«r year, per collective; as wen as Tor ouireacn, DOin Denina ana outside 
the walls. 

4. Outreach 

• Building ties within our communities (with active groups and with families 
of those incarcerated) 

• Keeping prisoners involved in communications 

• Establishing a more “home-base" feel for the prisoners we work with 

• Finding meaningful ways for traveling comrades to maintain membership 
with the network. 

5. Assisting the formation of new ABC collectives 

• Providing resource guides and address lists 

• Providing continuing help for new collectives on issues regarding internal 
process as well as organization and outreach in their communities 

P. O. Box 13 109028 Moscow Russia 

(please do not write name of the group to envelope) 

a4k-moskva@avtonom.ong 

http://avtonom.org/a4k/ 

Here is our introductionary text slightly revised. 

If you are going to publish something in ABB please use 
this version. 

Anarchist Black Cross of Moscow 

After heated years 1905-1907 thousands of anarchists and 
socialists Were sent to labour camps and exile, first groups of 
Anarchist Black Cross (until 1919 called Anarchist Red Cross) 
were founded 1906 to support them. Organisationa became 
international the next year already,’ when a group was set up in 
London. Although contact with anarchist political prisoners of 
the Soviet Union was lost in 1930's, international organisation 
MiMfciftMlfciimiilfl it 7. activity in various forms eyer._^incflL,. . 
Russian anarchist movement newborn in 1980’s was immediately 
targeted with repressions, and during the following 15 years 
several succesfull and unsuccesfull campaigns against repression 
were organised. But during first years of the 21st century these 
initiatives disappeared completely from Moscow, and in summer of 
2003 it was decided to set up a Moscow group of ABC, since still 
no-one is protecting anarchists against repressions except 
anarchists themselves. 

We support all anti-authoritarians, who are persecuted due to 
their political activities or acts which do not contradict ideal 
of anarchism. And whenever possible, we support also prisoners 
who became anti-authoritarians during their sentences, so-called 
"social prisoners" who were forced to break laws for subsistence 
or in fight against despotism of the ruling class, and prisoners 
who fight against the prison-industrial complex from inside. As 
anarchists we are against all prisons. We believe in direct 
action for destruction of the capitalism and the state. We are 
not a human rights organisation, since our goal is not defence 
of; the laws but their destruction. In some cases we may support 
prisoner for purely humanitarian reasons. 

Most*elementary form of help is writing to prisoners, since the 
main goal of power is to isolate our comrades from the movement. 
We are publishing list of addresses of the political prisoners, 
so that anyone could send letters of support. We also have a 
support fund, which helps with legal costs and supports 
prisoners materially, fund also finances litterature to 
prisoners, such as journals Avtonom and Pryamoe Deystvie which 
we send for free to all those prisoners in the former Soviet 
Union upon request, who are not enemies of the anarchist 


i i .._: . , , ... 7-. --— w will WOJ UIC IIIM OI US 

kind In North America and, possibly, the world. At no time In contemporary history had a people of color 
conference come together organized around the idea of anarchism as a movement and a means of unity The 
impact on each person cannot be underestimated. 

The event opened October 3 with positive vibes and enthusiasm. We welcomed attendees from, among other 
areas, Chlca 9<>.AnQetes, New York City, Philly, DC, Portland, many Texas cities, Kansas City, Phoenix, 
Baltimore, North Carolina, Kansas, Brazil, Mexico and Canada. We registered about 75 people In the course of 
two hours of the conference opening. Racially, our attendees seemed to come from many backgrounds. People 
of African descent seemed to be most largely represented, followed by Arabs, South Aslans, people indigenous 
to North America (Native Americans as well as Mexlcanos, Puerto Ricans, Central Americans,etaJ.) and people 

5 r0S ^ a,, i. areaS of *, he Dfaspora T VP‘<*«V. anarchist conferences are 

predominantly middle class folks who are part of a punk subculture. Here, we had our share of punks but also 
a majority of regular folks and others. 

A conscious and, in some circles, controversial, decision was made early to solely allow attendance of people 
of color, and ask whites to not attend. The reasons for doing this - including the futility of holding a people of 
color conference that whites could potentially dominate in attendance and change the course ofTeven If 
unintentionally - seemed obvious. Ultimately, it turned out to be the right call. Many people said they finally 
fr * e * x {L res * thoughts and share experiences with other people of color, and not worry about 
being isolated for them. The nature of dialogues seemed to change considerably. 

Workshops began on Saturday. The morning plenary session allowed attendees the chance to Introduce 
aw L ttlk abou I *?! r , work * ^ ,rtua,,Y 4,1 Pre-registrants noted they were interested in connecting 
with others, and our wonderful Detroit hosts assured that time was there for Informal discussions. 

Conference attendees were relied on as our volunteers. Prior to the discussion, some in the conference 
organizing had decided white allies would help with conference tasks. However, it was later decided to ask 
attendees to volunteer Instead. The message of whites patrolling an area of people of color as well was a 
little surreal. To be fair, many white allies came out in support of the conference. However, in this case we 
wanted to depend on ourselves for basics like registration and security, and did. Ultimately, this sent a strong 
message and people gravitated to fill conference needs. * 

Threats of violence aimed at conference attendees (issued in places like the racist Storm Front message board) 
never happened, thankfully. y * ; 

Many attendees said the women's-only workshop was really an empowering experience, where women had the 
opportunity to open up about various issues specifically pertaining to women of color. In fact, an extra session 
and two list-serves came out of the original workshop. 


from u San AMonio reportedly did a great presentation on the issue of fighting police on the attack 
frnm th y 0 Uth L CrU * w i s a ,tte cha,,en 9»ng because the cruising phenomenon is somewhat removed 

opiwe^^^hrMdentflscussions of'dass. 0 *'' “ Und " S,a " d ,h * ' mp0r,anCe ° f P °"“ repressl0n « h,s 

5 here wa i occask>n ? 1 discussion of conflicts that prompted Lorenzo Kom'boa En^intowithdraw 

from the conference. However, the event itself was free of drama. Most of the ammitoM »__ -t S 

f fi T o f f he ^ co ff fl tfr ^ ^ t hfAPOC Ne tw o rtc p roposal andTh* 

and how they were to be heard. Network authors, who said most conference pre-registrants had not expressed 
an interest in building an APOC group, requested their proposal be discussed in a workshop running 
concurrent with others, so those not interested in group-building could Join other workshops. United Front 
authors argued that discussing a proposal anyplace else but a plenary was undemocratic. United Front 
advocates also called for a vote on ail proposals, whereas the Network authors said they intended their 
discussion to be a dialogue and not necessarily a vote. 


The ensuing debate prompted four BANCO members to issue a statement, “Stop Character Assassination and 
Sectarianism in the APOC Movement." The statement condemned the Network proposal and its authors, along 
with various parties assisting with the conference. On October 3, Komboa emailed to say he would not attend 
the APOC conference due to the recent conflicts. 


Ironically no proposal was even heard at all. The Network proposal workshop was later changed to a “Building 
an APOC Movement" by its authors, who later cited the need to build upon dialogues over the weekend, rather 
than found a group out of the conference. 

On Saturday night, we filled Harmonie Carden Middle Eastern restaurant APOCs were standing and eating 
because the spot had no chairs left. One cat said he had never had dinner with South Aslan anarchists, but Just 
broke bread with six at the same table. A woman later said she had never known other Arabs were anarchists, 
but met four In the hall. On the message board notes scribbled down on butcher paper called out things like 
Desis meet at 7/ 'Latinos meet here later 4 and 'help me start an APOC group.' Intense sessions on Palestine 
and race theory, along with deep discussions on how a group should woric, were important, but the real thing 
coming out of discussions was the realization that we were not alone. That may not sound political to some, 
but the feeling Is indescribable when you are a person of color in a room and everyone feels what you feel on 
some level. 

We have all been that lone person of color at a conference, feeling isolated. We have all been angered by 
careless remarks, exclusionary theory and practice, and disrespect of our history as a people's history. The 
reality of needing something for us has always been there, but October 3-5, 2003 made It alive. 

Workshops on Sunday got a late start, but we caught up. Word was the Critical Race Theory workshop got 
heated, but that attendees made great points. People loved Greg Lewis' karate workshops. 


What really came out of the conference In Detroit? For the first time, this movement shined beyond the names 
and faces people know, and showed our strength and unity. Youth stepped up and took center stage as 
organizers and speakers. Veterans imparted their knowledge, but did not dominate proceedings. We got to 
talk about the issues affecting our communities, and how we can make our work more reflective of the 
anarchist ideal. 


A common thread In terms of vision seemed to be the idea that the label we called ourselves was far less 

. .. .. _a__.4... -H.irln/i manu unorlchnnc af»sn/i#Sl 





































.-V4V.IOJ. *.n*3 iical ycai aj-icauy , wnen a group was set up in 

London. Although contact with anarchist political prisoners of 
the Soviet Union was lost in 1930's, international organisation 

it*?, activity in various forms everts inc&.. _ 

Russian anarchist movement newborn in 1980’s was immediately 
targeted with repressions, and during the following 15 years 
several succesfull and unsuccesfull campaigns against repression 
were organised. But during first years of the 21st century these 
initiatives disappeared completely from Moscow, and in summer of 
2003 it was decided to set up a Moscow group of ABC, since still 
no-one is protecting anarchists against repressions except 
anarchists themselves. 

We support all anti-authoritarians, who are persecuted due to 
their political activities or acts which do not contradict ideal 
of anarchism. And whenever possible, we support also prisoners 
who became anti-authoritarians during their sentences, so-called 
"social prisoners" who were forced to break laws for subsistence 
or in fight against despotism of the ruling class, and prisoners 
who fight against the prison-industrial complex from inside. As 
anarchists we are against all prisons. We believe in direct 
action for destruction of the capitalism and the state. We are 
not a human rights organisation, since our goal is not defence 
of; the laws but their destruction. In some cases we may support 
prisoner for purely humanitarian reasons. 

Most * elementary form of help is writing to prisoners, since the 
main goal of power is to isolate our comrades from the movement. 
We are publishing list of addresses of the political prisoners, 
so that anyone could send letters of support. We also have a 
support fund, which helps with legal costs and supports 
prisoners materially, fund also finances litterature to 
prisoners, such as journals Avtonom and Pryamoe Deystvie which 
we send for free to all those prisoners in the former Soviet 
Union upon request, who are not enemies of the anarchist 
movement. We try to react quickly against all repressions 
against authoritarians all around the world, and we are 
connected to Black Cross groups all around the world. 


from the ounk ™ T . " ^ ^ i v,u,am 9 pnenomenon is somewnat removed 

opened up P bro k aderdl$cu$sionsof n cla«° P ^ «« »f police repression .n this way 

i^6^fonhe~cdiTfirftwas twtr pfopa s aK, ti u r apoc Ne twuif pi opoSSi 

and how they were to be heard. Network authors, who said most conference pre-registrants had not expressed 
an interest in building an APOC group, requested their proposal be discussed in a workshop running 
concurrent with others, so those not interested in group-building could join other workshops. United Front 
authors argued that discussing a proposal anyplace else but a plenary was undemocratic. United Front 
advocates also called for a vote on all proposals, whereas the Network authors said they intended their 
discussion to be a dialogue and not necessarily a vote. 


The ensuing debate prompted four BANCO members to issue a statement, “Stop Character Assassination and 
Sectarianism In the APOC Movement.’’ The statement condemned the Network proposal and its authors, along 
with various parties assisting with the conference. On October 3, Komboa emailed to say he would not attend 
the APOC conference due to the recent conflicts. 


Ironically, no proposal was even heard at all. The Network proposal workshop was later changed to a "Building 
an APOC Movement” by its authors, who later cited the need to build upon dialogues over the weekend, rather 
than found a group out of the conference. 



On Saturday night, we filled Harmonie Carden Middle Eastern restaurant. APOCs were standing and eating 
because the spot had no chairs left. One cat said he had never had dinner with South Asian anarchists, but just 
broke bread with six at the same table. A woman later said she had never known other Arabs were anarchists, 
but met four in the hall. On the message board notes scribbled down on butcher paper called out things like 
Desis meet at 7,' 'Latinos meet here later* and 'help me start an APOC group.' Intense sessions on Palestine 
and race theory, along with deep discussions on how a group should work, were important, but the real thing 
coming out of discussions was the realization that we were not alone. That may not sound political to some, 
but the feeling is indescribable when you are a person of color in a room and everyone feels what you feel on 
some level. 

We have all been that lone person of color at a conference, feeling isolated. We have all been angered by 
careless remarks, exclusionary theory and practice, and disrespect of our history as a people's history. The 
reality of needing something for us has always been there, but October 3-S, 2003 made It alive. 


Workshops on Sunday got a late start, but we caught up. Word was the Critical Race Theory workshop got 
heated, but that attendees made great points. People loved Greg Lewis' karate workshops. 


What really came out of the conference in Detroit? For the first time, this movement shined beyond the names 
and faces people know, and showed our strength and unity. Youth stepped up and took center stage as 
organizers and speakers. Veterans imparted their knowledge, but did not dominate proceedings. We got to 
talk about the issues affecting our communities, and how we can make our work more reflective of the 
anarchist ideal. 


A common thread In terms of vision seemed to be the idea that the label we called ourselves was far less 

important than the theory and practice that were part of our struggles. During many workshops, attendees- 

stressed that more emphasis in the white-led anarchist movement was on capital-A anarchism rather than 
developing projects that exemplified the ideals we talk about. People expressed wanting to see work that went 
beyond activism, but that served needs and worked with the community where it was at. _ 


We are not only reacting against most outrageous acts against 
our freedom, we also distribute information on alternatives of 
the prisons, cops and electronic surveillance of the everyday 
life. We also try to prevent repression, this is.why we 
distribute information about behaviour in interrogations, during 
arrests and other similar situations among the revolutionary 
movement. 


A theme that seemed to come up in Sunday workshops and indeed all weekend bears repeating. One issue 
overlooked by many movements is, knowing your history. This goes beyond academic history, but about the 
history of one's own city and the role people of color played in building it. This too is political, and must be 
addressed. 

Out of the "Building an APOC Movement” workshop, networks were established to facilitate regional 
conferences. Portland organizers, in particular, said they wanted to hold a regional APOC gathering in the 
Northwestern U.S. There was unanimous agreement that this conference would happen again in 2004. In all, 
2003’s APOC conference was a productive and powerful event. 


Moscow group of Anarchist Black Cross is a common project of 
anarchist collectives in Moscow. Yet we have two members - 
Moscow group of Autonomous Action, and Inter-Professional Union 
of Labour (MPST, Moscow group of KRAS-AIT). We invite anyone to 
support and to participate to our work - most elementary form of 
support is to write to prisoners and to distribute our 
materials. It would be even better if you could participate to 
our projects, or to set up your own Black Cross group in your 
area - for that you need only thirst of equality and solidarity. 


By Ernesto Aguilar 

Reprinted from www.illegalvoices.org 


The white-led anarchist movement has placed more emphasis 

on developing proper U capital-A n anarchism rather than 
developing projects that exemplify the ideals we talk about. 


abc-friends mailing list 
abc-fiiends@lists.mutualaid.org 
http://tists.fnutualaid.org/mailman/lisdnfo/abc-friends 
free hosting provided by http://www.mutualaid.org/ 


Radical Prisoners Correspondence Project 

Thi* project encourages the participation of bo* women and men. There will be an all women’s correspondence 
project coming out soon. Women interested in this should contact APIAN for further information. 


APLAN 

818 SW 3 ro Ave PMB # 354 
Portland OR 97204 
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The Anarchist Red Cross ;was started in Tsarist Russia 
to organize aid for political prisoners captured by the 
police and to organize self-defense against political raids 
~f by the Cossack Army. During the Russian civil war, they 
1 changed the name to the Black Cross in order to avoid 
confusion with the Red Cross who were organizing relief 
in the country. After the Bolsheviks seized power the 
Anarchist movement moved the ABC offices to Berlin 
and continued to aid prisoners of the new regime, as well 
as victims of Italian fascism and others. The Black Cross 
fell apart during the 1930s depression due to the 
incredible demand for its services and a decline in 
financial aid. But in the late 1960s the organization 
] resurfaced in Britain, where it first worked to aid 
] prisoners of the Spanish resistance, which had not in fact 
j died after the civil war and were fighting the dictator 

- Franco’s police. Now it has expanded and works in 

- several areas, with contacts and other Black Cross groups 
in many countries around the world. The North American 
section started in the early 1980s. 

j The ABC has sought to bring attention to the plight of all 
J prisoners, with an emphasis on Anarchist and class war 
_ prisoners; and, through contact with and information 
about prisoners, inspire an Anarchist resistance and 
support movement on the outside. They fund-raise on 
behalf of prisoners or defense committees in need of 
funds for legal cases or otherwise, and organize 
demonstrations of solidarity with imprisoned Anarchists 
and other prisoners. 

ANARCHIST BLACK ! 




CROSS NETWORK 

http://wrtvw.anafchistWackcross.Ofg 

j, 

■ Austin ABC 

P.O.Box 684261 
Austin. TX 78768 
austin@anarchistblackcross.org 

, Boston ABC 

PMB258 

198 Tremont Street 
Boston, MA 02116 
abc-boston@hush.com 


Chicago ABC 

! P.O.Box721 


Homewood, IL 60430 



These men make very Important points. We must educate ourselves and others, 
resolve to do positive work, focus on a plan of action and push forward with adaptibility 
and consistency. But how Is that accomplished? How does one become a "souljah" or a 
"warrior" or a "comrade?" 

America Is so atomized! Just as the state and business imprisons and slaughters 
several species and causes the extinction of many others, so too do they destroy cultures 
and traditions of genuine living and struggle. Who can we identify with to provide strength 
and knowledge? What does it take to be for real in this sick society? 

Its something everyone has to deal with. We're all so psychologically shell-shocked. 

It's hard as hell to function. I'm as fragile and screwed-up as the next guy, but I've been 
able to get a little something going for a while. I can only speak for myself as to why I'm 
able to do, what little I do. Anybody can do a helluva lot, if they will it so! 

There's a world of Information and analysis available If we compel ourselves to seek and 
absorb it. Momentous actions are happening all over the world that we can participate in 
directly, or Indirectly. There are many ways to get Involved. Lecturers, mentors, 
grassroots activists, children, young people and elders are willing to speak and teach to, for 
and with us, but effort must be made to help them do this. Mutual aid is mutually 
beneficial! A totally intolerable situation of war and incarceration exists right now! 

We must apply our basic values to the political reality we all face. Hurting someone or 
killing them is absolutely unacceptable and that's what all government Is based on. The 
monstrous crimes are perpetrated by monstrous systems. We must study and leam 
present day and past history, overcome our fear, develop our talents, work sincerely with 
others and Improve ourselves as best we can. I also think we should give eachother plenty 
of slack and look after eachother in a more conscious manner. It's scary, but it's the only 
way to live for real. Living the lie is scary, too! But that Is a betrayal of our lives. 

Always hold on to a love of yourself. Don't let It be crushed! No matter how much you 
may think you loathe yourself and do stupid, even evil things, know that change for the 
better is possible. Live day to day and keep on plugging. Love is out there, too! A 
righteous society is attainable! Life can't be lived In an atmosphere of fear and slavery 
without an energizing thirst for freedom. People are mainly caring and willing to be fair 
socially, despite the brainwash and selfish, cynical, consumerlst debasement we all see. 

• ~ Anthony Rayson ~ 

. ! 

s * This was meant to refer to Tom Big Warrior's piece 
as well as Matthew Lamont’s, which is below. 

...I GOT YOUR FLYER ON THE PRISON ABOLITION CONFERENCE GOMG DOWN IN 
YOUR TOWN... I THINK A LOT OF ISSUES NEED TO BE RAISED AT THE CONFERENCE. I 

have the ABCN Resource and Information Manual, ive gone over all of it, 

INCLUDING THE “ABCN NEW DRAFT PROPOSAL." I THINK IT WAS EXCELLENT TO 
CLEARLY STATE THE PURPOSE, GOALS AND PRMOPLES. 

Many anarchsts organizations fail to do that and hence, fail to go 

ANYWHERE. IF THE NETWORK B TO BE A REALITY, IT B MPORTANT THAT COLLECTIVES 
STICK TO THB PROPOSAL, REMAIN CONSISTENT, AND KEEP THE PRINCIPLE OF 
COLLECTIVE RESPONSWBJTY AT HAND. LACK OF CONSISTENCY B THE LARGEST 
PROBLEM OUR MOVEMENT FACES. WHEN IT'S SEEN, IT NEEDS TO BE SERIOUSLY 
ADDRESSED, BEFORE nr SPREADS THROUGH THE ORGANIZATION. 

I THINK TWO IMPORTANT GOALS ARE MISSING. THESE ARE 1) F ACtLlTT AT1NG, 
ENCOURAGING AND SUPPORT*** REVOLUTIONARY PRISONERS’ ORGANIZATIONS AND 2) 
HELPING INTEGRATE AND STABILIZE POLITICAL, POLITICIZED AND P.O. W. PRISONERS 
UPON RELEASE- I THNK IT'S VERY MPORTANT THAT ABC BE THERE FOR THE 
PRISONER, EVERY STEP OF THE WAY. 

Shooting literature nsde b a step in the right direction, but without 

PURPOSE, I BELIEVE WE ARE SHOOTING INTO THE DARKNESS. WE NEED TO ESTABLISH 
PROGRAMS SUCH AS _ CORRESPONDENCE STUDY GROUPS (BASED ON THE LEVEL OF 
POLITICAL EDUCATION A PRISONER HAS,) YARD STUDY GROUPS, ABC INSIDE CHAPTERS, \ 
ETC. j 

The CAPITALIST SYSTEM HAS SUBSTITUTED SCHOOLS FOR PRISONS, SO WE NEED 
TO FLIP THE SCRIPT AND MAKE PRISONS INTO REVOLUTIONARY SCHOOLS. RECENTLY I 
JOINED A STUDY GROUP THROUGH CORRESPONDENCE THROUGH MAOBT INTERNATIONAL 
MOVEMENT. I’M NOT A MAOBT, BUT I THINK THE GROUP HAS EXCELLENT PROGRAMS 
AND STRATEGCS ON PRISON ORGANIZING. I WANT TO GET SOME IDEAS FROM THEM, SO 
WHEN I GET OUT, I CAN IMPLEMENT THEM IN AN ANARCHIST FASHION. 

Anyway, stay up and keep pushmg! 































about prisoners, inspire an Anarchist resistance and 
support movement on the outside. They fund-raise on 
behalf of prisoners or defense committees in need of 
funds for legal cases or otherwise, and organize 
demonstrations of solidarity with imprisoned Anarchists 
and other prisoners. 
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CROSS NETWORK 

http://www.anarchistblackcross.org 

Austin ABC 
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Austin. TX 78768 
austin@anarchistblackcross.org 

Boston ABC 

PMB 258 

198 Tremont Street 
t Boston, MA 02116 
abc-boston@hush.com 

Chicago ABC 

P.O.Box 721 
Homewood, IL 60430 

Houston ABC 

P.O. Box 667614 
Houston, TX 77266-7614 
houstonabc2@hotmail.com 

Lawrence ABC 

PO Box, 1483 
Lawrence, KS 66044 
http:ZANWw.kansasanarchist.net/ABC 
anarchistfolackcross@hotmail.com 

FRIENDS OF ABCN 

Anarchist Prisoner’s 
Legal Aid Network 

818 SW 3rd Ave. PMB #354 
Portland, OR 97204 
weneversleep@ziplip.com 

Break The Chains 

PO Box 11331 
Eugene, OR 97440 
http7ANww.breakthechains.net 
breakthechains02@yahoo.com 
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The mass offmen serve the state thus, not as men mainly, but as 
machines, with their bodies. They are the standing army, and the 
militia, jailors, constables, posse comitatus, etc. In most cases there is 
no free exercise whatever of the judgment or of the moral sense; but 
they put themselves on a level with wood and earth and stones; and 
wooden men can perhaps be manufactured that will serve the purpose 
as well. Such command no more respect than men of straw or a lump 
of dirt. They have the same sort of worth only as horses and dogs. Yet 
such as these even are commonly esteemed good citizens . Others—as 
most legislators , politicians, lawyers , ministers, and officeholders — 
serve the state chiefly with their heads; and, as they rarely make any 
moral distinctions, they are as likely to serve the Devil, without 
intending it, as God. A very few, as heroes, patriots, martyrs, reformers 
in the great sense, and men, serve the state with their consciences 
also, and so necessarily resist it for the most part; and they are 
commonly treated as enemies by it. 

Henry David Thoreau 

•Civil Disobedience- 

Incarceration Rate, 1925-2001 
per 100,000 popu lation 



socially, despite the brainwash and selfish, cynical, consumerlst debasement we all see. 
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INCLUDING THE “ABCN NEW DRAFT PROPOSAL." I THINK rr WAS EXCELLENT TO 
CLEARLY STATE THE PURPOSE* GOALS AND PRMOPLES. 

Many anarchsts organizations fail to do that and hence, fail to go 

ANYWHERE. IF THE NETWORK B TO BE A REALITY, IT B BIPORT ANT THAT COLLECTIVES 
STICK TO THB PROPOSAL, REMAIN CONSISTENT, AND KEEP THE PRINCIPLE OF 
COLLECTIVE RESPONSSBJTY AT HAND. LACK OF CONSISTENCY B THE LARGEST 
PROBLEM OUR MOVEMENT FACES. WHEN IT'S SEEN, IT NEEDS TO BE SERIOUSLY 
ADDRESSED, BEFORE IT SPREADS THROUGH THE ORGANIZATION. 

I THINK TWO IMPORTANT GOALS ARE MISSING. THESE ARE 1) FACILITYAT1NG, 
ENCOURAGING AND SUPPORTING REVOLUTIONARY PRISONERS’ ORGANIZATIONS AND 2) 
HELPING INTEGRATE AND STABILIZE POLITICAL, POLITICIZED AND P.O. W. PRISONERS 
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PURPOSE, I BELIEVE WE ARE SHOOTING INTO THE DARKNESS. WE NEED TO ESTABLISH 
PROGRAMS SUCH AS _ CORRESPONDENCE STUDY GROUPS (BASED ON THE LEVEL OF 
POLITICAL EDUCATION A PRISONER HAS,) YARD STUDY GROUPS, ABC INSIDE CHAPTERS, 
ETC. 

The CAPITALIST SYSTEM HAS SUB STIT UTED SCHOOLS FOR PRISONS, SO WE NEED 
TO FLIP THE SCRIPT AND MAKE PRISONS INTO REVOLUTIONARY SCHOOLS. RECENTLY I 
JOINED A STUDY GROUP THROUGH CORRESPONDENCE THROUGH MAOBT INTERNATIONAL 

Movement. I’m not a Maoist, but I think the group has excellent programs 

AND STRATEGCS ON PRISON ORGANIZING. I WANT TO GET SOME IDEAS FROM THEM, SO 
WHEN I GET OUT, I CAN IMPLEMENT THEM IN AN ANARCHIST FASHION. 

Anyway, stay up and keep pusfungI 
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Update on Iron Thunderhorse 

We jusl received news that Iron Thunderhorse 
has been moved again. His new address is: 

Iron Thunderhorse #624391 
Hughes Unit, Rt. #2, Box #4400 
Gatesville, FL 76597 □ 
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P.O. Box 667614 
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machines, with their bodies. They are the standing army, and the 
militia, jailors, constables, posse comitatus, etc. In most cases there is 
no free exercise whatever of the judgment or of the moral sense; but 
they put themselves on a level with wood and earth and stones; and 
wooden men can perhaps be manufactured that will serve the purpose 
as well. Such command no more respect than men of straw or a lump 
of dirt. They have the same sort of worth only as horses and dogs. Yet 
such as these even are commonly esteemed good citizens. Others—as 
most legislators , politicians, lawyers, ministers, and officeholders — 
serve the state chiefly with their heads; and, as they rarely make any 
moral distinctions, they are as likely to serve the Devil, without 
intending it, as God. A very few, as heroes, patriots, martyrs, reformers 
in the great sense, and men, serve the state with their consciences 
also, and so necessarily resist it for the most part; and they are 
commonly treated as enemies by it. 

Henry David Thoreau 
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Comrod Shako Senghor 
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